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To  Mr.  Ald.  Newton,  J.P.,  L.F.P.S.,  Chairman  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle- 
tjpon-Tyne. 


Sir, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-fourth  Annual 
Report,  viz.,  that  for  the  year  1896. 

The  Death  Rate  of  Newcastle  from  “  All  Causes  ”  was  18f4  per 
1,000  population,  the  lowest  on  record  but  one  (18  per  1,000  in 
1894).  The  average  rate  in  33  large  towns  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  was  18‘9.  -Details  as  to  the  general  mortality  in  the  different 
Registration  Sub-districts  will  be  found  at  pages  41-44. 

Marriages  (see  page  22).  In  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1896,  1,983  marriages  were  registered,  in  the  Registration 

District  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (which  includes  the  sub-district 
of  Benwell  and  Fenham),  an  increase  of  132  on  the  number 
(1,851)  during  the  previous  twelve  months. 

Zymotic  Diseases  caused  374  deaths,  against  431  in  the 
previous  year.  Those  from  Measles,  Whooping-Cough,  and 
Diarrhoea  were  133,  95,  and  77  respectively,  against  140,  57, 
and  152  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  23*  against  26* 
last  year.  The  mortality  per  cent,  to  cases  notified  was  2'6,  as 
compared  with  a  rate  of  2*7  for  the  year  1895.  896  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  1896,  a  decrease  of  63  on  the 
returns  of  the  year  before. 

Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  Fever  caused  33*  deaths,  against  48* 
in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  of  mortality  to  cases  notified  was 
18-7  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  22'5  in  the  year  1895.  The 
number  of  cases  notified  (176)  was  37  below  that  of  the  previous 
year’s  return. 

Diphtheria  caused  34  deaths,  none  of  which  occurred  in 
the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  against  49*  in  1895. 
The  rate  of  mortality  was  20  7  per  cent.  The  total  number  of  cases 
(164)  notified  shews  a  decrease  of  10  from  that  of  the  previous 
year. 

*  Corrected  by  distribution  of  those  occurring  in  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases,  of  persons  belonging  to  the  City. 
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Scarlet  Fever  at  a  Country  Dairy  sending  Milk  to  New¬ 
castle. — In  February.  Dr.  Boustead,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Hexham  Rural  District,  reported  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  a 
dairy  farm  in  his  district,  but  stated  that  suitable  arrangements 
were  being  made  to  effectually  separate  the  milk  business  from 
the  infected  premises.  The  milk  was  being  forwarded  for  sale  to 
a  Dairy  Company  in  Newcastle  and  elsewhere.  The  Manager  of 
this  Company,  who  was  at  once  communicated  with,  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter.  He  telegraphed  stopping  the  supply 
from  the  farm,  until  he  had  satisfied  himself  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  the  precautions  taken. 

Public  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons. — Two  instances  of 
breach  of  section  126  of  the  “Public  Health  Act”  have  come 
under  notice  during  the  year.  One  was  that  of  a  solicitors 
clerk,  who,  whilst  desquamating  from  Scarlet  Fever,  was  reported 
to  have  travelled  by  tram  and  rail  from  his  lodgings  in  Newcastle 
to  his  home  in  Darlington.  The  other  was  that  of  a  child  taken 
by  its  mother  to  the  out-door  department  of  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  where  it  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  the  Children’s  Hospital,  after  telling  the 
mother  what  her  child  was  suffering  from,  advised  her  to  remain 
in  the  Hospital  whilst  he  made  arrangements  for  the  removal  of 
the  patient  to  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  The 
mother  would  not  agree  to  this,  and  said  she  would  take  her 
child  home,  which  she  did,  notwithstanding  a  very  strong  caution 
given  her  as  to  her  liability  if  she  took  the  child  through  the 
streets. 

In  each  of  the  foregoing  cases  the  intention  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  to  prosecute  tailed,  owing  to  the  want  of  eye-witnesses 
of  the  exposure  of  the  infected  person  in  a  public  place  or  vehicle. 
In  each  case  there  was  proof  of  the  infected  person  being  in  a 
certain  place  at  a  given  time,  and  also  of  his  appearance  shortly 
afterwards  in  another  place  at  a  distance  from  the  first,  which, 
except  through  supernatural  agency,  he  could  not  have  reached 
in  any  other  way  than  that  alleged,  viz.,  by  going  on  the  public 
streets  or  by  public  conveyance,  or  both. 
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Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. — Following  the  excessive 
mortality  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  1895,  the  pre¬ 
valence,  early  in  the  year  under  report,  of  these  diseases  among 
the  scholars  of  St.  Peter’s  Board  School  was  brought  before  the 
Health  Department  Sub-Committee  by  a  Member  who  also  held 
a  seat  on  the  School  Board.  A  copy  of  a  Special  Report  on  this 
matter  is  given  in  Appendix  B  (Schools  and  the  .Notification 
of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough),  which  includes  a  reference 
to  the  Regulations  as  to  Closure  of  Public  Elementary  Schools 
in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease,  and  an  account  of  such 
action  in  other  towns,  together  with  a  Summary  of  the  special 
provisions  respecting  schools  and  disease  of  the  “Newcastle 
Improvement  Act,  1892.” 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  when  the  above 
matters  were  considered,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Department 
Sub-Committee  (Dr.  Adam  Wilson)  gave  notice  of  motion  “  That 
the  Council  be  recommended  to  add  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  to  the  list  of  Diseases  to  be  notified.” 

The  Sanitary  Committee  afterwards  resolved  to  recommend 
the  Council  to  make  a  trial  of  the  experiment  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  The  adoption  of  their  report  was  moved  by  yourself,  Sir, 
on  26th  August  last,  and  carried  against  four  dissentients.  This 
was  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  with  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  their  opinion  in  favour  of  a  trial  for  five  years,  and  with  the 
requirement  that  at  the  end  of  the  two  years  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  should  report. 

By  the  middle  of  October,  the  returns  of  cases  of  the  two 

newlv  notifiable  diseases  formed  above  two  thirds  of  the  total 

«/ 

of  cases  reported  by  the  Medical  practitioners.*  Their  chief  pre¬ 
valence  was  then  in  the  east  end  of  the  citv.  Efforts  were 

kJ 

directed  principally  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  through 
schools,  and  by  disinfection.  A  small  proportion  only  of 
the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  From  this  date  both 
diseases  increased  in  prevalence,  and,  as  regards  Measles,  the 
increase  was  especially  noticeable  in  connection  with  certain 
schools. 

*  Report  to  Sanitary  Committee  for  the  fortnight  ended  17th  October. 
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As  the  cases  reported  were  more  than  the  Special  Inspectors 
for  Infectious  Diseases  and  the  staff  connected  with  the  Disin¬ 
fecting  Station,  although  working  with  energy,  could  cope  with, 
other  men  were  temporarily  engaged  to  assist  them.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  November,  owing  to  the  continued  spread  of 
Measles  in  St.  Peters  and  All  Saints  East  Ward,  and  the  rapid 
increase  of  infected  households  from  which  children  had  been 
attending  the  Royal  Jubilee  and  St.  Peters  Board  Schools,  the 
closure  of  those  schools  became  necessary,  and  a  notice,  signed 
by  yourself,  Sir,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Department 
Sub-Committee  (Dr.  Adam  Wilson),  requiring  such  closure  until 
Christmas,  was  forwarded  to  the  School  Board  on  November 
28th,  and  was  at  once  complied  with;  after  which  the  disinfection 
of  the  class-rooms  was  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  Health 
Department,  acting  under  my  direction.  The  prompt  and 
courteous  co-operation  of  the  School  Authorities  (Elementary 
and  other)  and  their  officials,  from  first  to  last,  has  been  a  great 
help  to  the  Health  Department  in  the  efforts  to  deal  with  the 
epidemic. 

Measles  in  relation  to  Children  coming  to  School  from  beyond 
the  City. — In  November,  it  was  found  that  there  were  15  house¬ 
holds  affected  with  Measles,  children  from  which  attended  a 
certain  school  in  the  City.  The  proportion  of  such  households 
to  pupils  in  the  particular  division  of  the  school  in  question  was 
about  10  per  cent.  Seven  of  the  households  were  situated  within 
the  City  boundary,  and  eight  were  beyond  it.  As  the  City  cases 
had  been  duly  notified  by  medical  practitioners,  whereas  those 
from  beyond  had  not,  although  such  notification  is  required 
under  section  78  of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement  Act, 
1892,  the  Committee  ordered  that  a  notice  of  the  section  be  sent 
to  every  school,  with  a  request  that  it  be  communicated  to  the 
parents  of  children  coming  from  beyond  the  City,  which  was  done. 

The  closure  of  the  two  East-end  schools  above-named  was 
soon  after  followed  bv  a  marked  reduction  of  Measles  cases  in 
their  respective  localities.  Notwithstanding  this,  by  the  end  of 
the  first  fortnight  in  December,  the  cases  of  Measles  notified  in 
the  City  had  risen  to  160  and  164  per  week  respectively,  the 
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increase  being  principally  in  the  West-end.  On  this  account, 
together  with  the  concurrent  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough,  the 
St.  Pauls  (National),  the  St.  Andrew’s  (P.C.),  the  Elswick  and 
the  Allan’s  (Endowed)  Schools,  were  closed  for  a  period  of  one 
month,  on  notice  from  yourself  and  Dr.  Wilson.  In  two  of  these 
instances,  the  school  managers  requested  the  service  of  the  notice 
to  close.  After  closure,  disinfection  was  carried  out,  as  in  the 
cases  previously  mentioned. 

On  December  22nd,  bv  resolution  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
the  managers  of  all  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  City,  addi¬ 
tional  to  those  already  named,  received  formal  notice  to  close 
their  schools,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Education 
Code,  for  a  period  of  four  weeks.  All  other  Schools  (Day  or 
Sunday)  were  requested  to  do  the  same.  The  result  was  a 
general  compliance  with  the  formal  notice  or  expressed  wish  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority,  followed,  wherever  requisite,  by  dis¬ 
infection  and  cleansing  of  the  school  premises  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department. 

A  return  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  shews  that 
during  the  three  weeks  immediately  preceding,  and  the  first  week 
after,  the  closure  of  the  schools,  the  weekly  notifications  of  cases 
of  Measles  were  respectively  164,  129,  116,  and  124.  During 
each  of  the  two  following  weeks  the  returns  fell  to  85  and  79 
respectively.  In  the  Wards  where  the  Public  Elementary  Schools 
were  most  numerous,  the  returns  were  reduced  in  the  first  fort¬ 
night  after  school  closure  to  almost  one-half.  As  most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  cases  reported  in  the  two  weeks  immediately  after  the 
schools  were  closed  probably  received  infection  before  that  step 
was  taken,  a  further  reduction  of  the  Measles  epidemic  in  the 
next  few  weeks  was  anticipated  as  the  result  of  the  action  taken. 
And  such  has  really  been  the  fact,  for  the  cases  of  Measles  proper 
have  steadily  decreased  from  85  in  the  first  week  of  the  current 
year,  to  21  in  the  week  before  the  date  of  writing  this  (March  15th). 
It  is  true  the  returns  for  three  weeks  in  February  shew  a  sudden 
rise  ;  but  that  is  due  to  a  short  and  sharply  defined  outbreak  of 
German  Measles  (an  entirely  different  disease  from  English, 
Measles)  in  the  W  orkhouse  and  Girls’  Orphanage  simultaneously 
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causing  considerably  over  100  cases,  which,  though  properly 
notified,  have  no  connexion  with  the  epidemic  prevailing  in  the 
City  since  last  autumn. 

The  Sanitary  Authority,  therefore,  have  reason  to  be  satisfied, 
so  far,  with  the  course  they  have  recently  taken.  They  cannot 
well  be  accused  of  having  acted  precipitately  last  autumn  when 
they  added  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  to  the  list  of  notifiable 
diseases.  Their  attention  was  drawn  to  the  frequently  serious 
nature  of  the  former  of  these  maladies  so  far  back  as  the  year 
1883  (the  first  year  of  full  operation  of  notification  of  other 
infectious  diseases  in  the  City),  and  also  in  each  of  the  two  next 
alternate  years,  by  the  heavy  mortality  from  these  causes.  In 
these  years  the  deaths  from  Measles  alone  registered  in  the 
City  were  as  follows  : — 


A.  D. 


1883 

1885 

1887 


209 

359 

211 


Although  Measles  was  in  these  years  by  far  the  most  fatal  of 
the  infectious  diseases,  no  attempt  was  being  made  to  cope 
with  it  as  was  being  done  with  others.  The  need  of  its  notifica¬ 
tion  was  urged  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1886.  Early  in  the 
following  year,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  deaths  from 
the  disease,  the  Sanitary  Committee  instructed  the  Medical 
Office  of  Health  to  report  on  the  reasons  why,  in  his  opinion,  its 
notification  was  desirable.  Later  in  the  year,  the  Committee, 
through  their  then  Chairman,  Alderman  Thos.  Wilson,  presented 
to  Council  a  report  recommending  the  notification  of  Measles, 
which,  after  a  prolonged  discussion,  was  referred  back  to  Com¬ 
mittee  on  a  majority  of  19  to  17  votes. 

In  1891,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Alderman  T.  B.  Winter, 
the  question  of  the  notification  of  Measles  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee,*  who  had  under  their  considera¬ 
tion  the  practice  obtaining  in  other  towns,  together  with  the 

*  Annual  Report,  p.  6,  and  Appendix  D  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  for  1891. 
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opinions  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  myself  included,  on  the 
subject.  In  January,  1892,  by  the  direction  of  the  Committee, 
a  Return  of  Infectious  Diseases,  notified  and  not  notified,  shewing 
the  numbers  of  cases  of  the  former  class,  and  the  deaths  from 
each,  was  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members,  together 
with  a  short  report  from  myself*  After  discussion  by  the 
Committee,  the  proposal  to  notify  Measles  was  put  to  the  vote. 
The  voting  was  equal. 

In  April,  1893,  Measles  again  became  prominent  in  the 
Mortality  Returns,  there  being  no  less  than  208  deaths,  or  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  double  those  from  all  the  notified  diseases 
together,  jolus  26  from  Influenza.  This,  together  with  its 
prevalence  in  the  Board  Schools,  brought  the  subject  of  its 
notification  once  more  before  the  Sanitary  Committee,  of  which 
you,  Sir,  were  by  this  time  Chairman.  I  afterwards,  on  instruc¬ 
tion  to  do  so,  furnished  a  return  shewing  the  number  of  districts 
in  Great  Britain  in  which  Measles  was  notified,  together,  with 
tables  proving  the  beneficial  results  in  Newcastle  following  the 
notification  of  other  diseases,  and  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Measles  in  the  City  during  the  first  part  of  1893,  &c/f* 

In  1894  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Citv  from  Measles  was 
94,  and  from  Whooping  Cough  149,  or  together  nearly  four  times 
the  number  from  all  the  notifiable  diseases,  those  from  Measles 
alone  forming  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  excess. 

In  1895,  there  were  140  deaths  from  Measles  and  57  from 
Whooping  Cough.  Those  from  the  former  disease  again 
exceeded  all  the  others,  Whooping  Cough  excepted,  although 
the  latter  number  was  nearly  doubled  by  the  Influenza  Epidemic. 

In  1896,  Measles  caused  133  deaths,  and  Whooping  Cough 
95  ;  the  number  from  the  former  disease  being  nearly  double 
that  of  all  diseases  notifiable  prior  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Council  in  autumn. 

*  Annual  Report,  p.  12,  and  Appendices  B.  and  C.  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1892. 

t  Annual  Report,  pp.  5-6,  and  Appendix  C.  for  1893. 
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In  other  words,  during  the  past  four  years  Measles  has 
caused  575  and  Whooping  Cough  334  deaths,  against  a  to  Lai  of 
only  294  from  all  diseases  hitherto  notified. 

There  is  therefore  ample  justification  on  the  mere  ground  of 
urgency  for  attempting  to  deal  witli  those  two  diseases  as  with 
the  others.  But  with  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  former)  there  is  a  special  reason  for  action  on  the  part 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority  that  exists,  only  to  a  very  slight  degree, 
if  at  all,  in  the  case  of  other  infectious  diseases — and  that  is  their 
characteristic  spread  through  the  agency  of  schools,  a  peculiarity 
which  should  render  them  more  amenable  to  control  under 
judicious  management.  The  result  following  promptly  on  the 
heels  of  the  closure  of  the  two  first  Board  Schools  last  year,  and 
the  corresponding  effect  of  a  repetition  of  the  experiment  on  the 
large  scale  soon  afterwards — as  already  demonstrated — may,  for  a 
first  attempt,  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory.  But  the  experience 
gained  in  the  late  epidemic  establishes  the  conviction  that 
schools  are  the  great  cause  of  the  spread  of  Measles,  and  that 
control  through  them  over  that  disease  mav  in  future  be  made 

o 

much  more  effective  than  it  was  last  winter  by  an  earlier  and  a 
longer  application  of  the  closure. 

Measles  not  Notified. — With  the  view  of  ascertaining  as  far 
as  possible  the  extent  of  the  neglect  of  householders  to  notify 
cases  of  Measles,  not  under  Medical  treatment,  the  Clerk  to  the 
School  Board  at  my  request  has  courteously  supplied  returns  of 
absentees  from  the  respective  Elementary  Schools,  including 
those  under  the  control  of  the  Board  and  others.  Inquiry  into 
the  causes  of  absence  has  disclosed  a  considerable  number  of 
unnotified  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  without 
medical  attendant.  A  circular  was  issued  to  all  schools  in  which 
these  diseases  were  prevalent,  requesting  information  as  to 
absentees  from  alleged  or  suspected  Measles  or  Whooping 
Cough,  and  not  duly  reported  to  the  School  Principals  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  therefore  presumably  not  duly 
notified.  A  second  circular  stating  the  Law  as  to  Infectious 
Diseases  and  the  duties  of  School  Teachers  and  the  guardians  of 
school  children  in  relation  thereto  was  also  issued.  The  effect  of 
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these  circulars  has  been  the  reporting1  by  School  Principals  of 
several  additional  cases ;  and  a  generally  strict  attention  to  the 
exclusion  from  school  of  children  living  in  affected  houses  until 
the  receipt  ol  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  certificate  of  the  final 
disinfection  of  the  premises,  &c. 

Hospitals  for  Infectious  Diseases. — 431  patients  have  been 
admitted  to  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Walker 
Gate,  a  decrease  of  51  on  the  previous  year’s  return.  The  pro¬ 
portion  of  patients  in  private  medical  practice  removed  to 
Hospital  was  21  *7  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified  in  same  form  of 
practice.  Ihe  proportion  of  cases  notified  in  public  practice 
(including  those  of  the  Dispensary)  removed  to  Hospital  was  SOT 
per  cent,,  as  compared  with  73 ’8  per  cent,  for  the  previous  year. 

Ihe  mortality  to  cases  was  56  per  cent.  Details  are  given 
on  page  46. 

The  Smallpox  and  Cholera  Hospitals  have  been  unoccupied 
during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  generally  increasing  use  of  the  Hospital  for 

Infectious  Diseases,  and  the  large  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 

Fever  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  which  monopolized  two  of  the 

four  principal  pavilions  at  a  time  when  Diphtheria  was  threaten- 

ing,  the  resources  of  the  Institution  were  for  some  time  rather 

heavily  strained,  and  the  attention  of  the  Health  Department 

Sub-Committee  was  naturally  drawn  to  the  probability  of  the 

accommodation  being  insufficient.  Happily  the  fear  was  not 

realized,  and  no  case  was  denied  admission.  For  some  time  seven 

of  the  private  wards  were  in  use  simultaneouslv. 

*/ 

The  recent  resolution  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  admit 
domestic  servants  to  the  Hospital  without  charge,  is  an  advance 
m  the  interests  of  public  health  which  cannot  but  meet  with 
general  commendation. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  vear  of 
age  (1,107)  show  a  decrease  of  89  below  the  returns  for  1895 
(1,196)  (see  page  22). 
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The  Uncertified  Deaths  registered  are  16  against  44  in  the 
preceding  year.  This  marked  reduction  is  highly  satisfactory,  as 
indicating  a  corresponding  increase  of  care  in  the  registration  of 
deaths  due  to  suspicious  or  doubtful  causes. 

The  number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  by 
Medical  Practitioners  (see  page  23)  is  3,137  against  1,387  in  the 
previous  year.  The  increase  is  due  to  the  notification  of  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough  (1,885  cases)  which  came  into  operation  on 
26th  August  last.  The  notified  cases  of  other  infectious  disease 
are  less  in  number  by  135  than  during  the  previous  year. 


The  Work  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  are  given  on  pages  32  and  37, 
and  the  returns  of  their  work  will  be  found  in  Appendix  A, 
(Tables  VII.  to  XIIa). 

19,910  Inspections  of  Tenement  Property  have  been  made 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  contraventions  of  the  Bye-laws 
returned  is  1,030,  as  compared  with  1,163  last  year. 

146  cases  of  nuisance  have  been  heard  before  the  magis¬ 
trates,  a  decrease  of  51  below  the  previous  year’s  return. 

House-to- House  Inspection  in  Arthurs  Hill  Ward. — The 
examination  of  the  drains  of  houses  infected  with  Scarlet  Fever  or 
Diphtheria  in  and  near  Arthur’s  Hill  Ward  having  revealed  a 
large  number  of  defects,  the  Committee,  in  March,  authorized 
me  to  cause  a  general  inspection  of  the  houses  of  the  ward  to  be 
made,  and  to  temporarily  strengthen  the  staff  of  the  department 
to  assist  the  District  Inspectors  in  this  work.  By  the  end  of 
August  2,972  houses  (counting  each  flat  as  a  separate  house)  had 
been  examined,  including  the  testing  of  the  drains,  66  per  cent, 
of  which  were  found  defective.  No  less  than  2,768  general  sani¬ 
tary  defects,  or  93  per  cent,  to  dwellings  examined  (including  the 
above  large  proportion  relating  to  drainage)  were  detected.  These 
consisted  of  untrapped  waste  pipes,  soil  pipe  ventilating  shafts 
connected  with  drains  in  direct  communication  with  the  sewer 
and  terminating  near  house  windows,  dampness  of  ground 
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^  •  0wmo  to  tlio  promptitude  with  which 

the  owners  responded  to  the  notices  of  the  Department 
to  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs  and  alterations,  and  the  unex¬ 
pectedly  large  amount  of  time  of  the  staff  thereby  occupied  in 
supervising  the  relaying  of  new  drains,  &c.,  the  work  of  inspection 
in  Arthur’s  Hill,  which  had  been  carried  on  by  the  co-operation 
of  the  District  Inspectors,  became  very  great ;  and  as  it  began  to 
interfere  with  the  general  district  inspection  elsewhere,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  sanctioned  its  suspension  for  a  time.  It  will  be  resumed 
shortlv. 

Trapping  of  Bath  and  other  Domestic  Waste-Pipes. — Your 
Committee,  on  consideration  of  a  report  relative  to  their  instruc¬ 
tion  that  no  further  notices  to  trap  the  waste-pipes  from  baths, 
sinks,  &c.,  were  to  be  issued,  except  in  cases  where  the  pipes  were 
in  connection  with  the  drain,  called  for  a  return  stating  the 
practice  obtaining  in  this  respect  in  other  towns,  which  was 
submitted  in  November  (Appendix  D),  and  which  shews  that  the 
trapping  of  all  such  waste-pipes  is  general  elsewhere.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  Committee  may  shortly  see  their  way  to 
remove  their  prohibition. 

The  Ouseburn  Nuisance. — In  May  the  Sanitary  Committee 
ordered  to  be  printed  the  two  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Ouseburn,  of  which 
copies  are  given  in  Appendix  C.  Your  Committee  also  surveyed 
the  Ouseburn.  In  August  they  were  informed  that  notices  had 
been  served  to  remove  all  the  privies  discharging  into  the  burn 
(except  the  public  convenience  in  Lime  Street),  and  to  substitute 
water  closets  or  pail  closets  ;  also  to  remove  certain  drains  dis¬ 
charging  into  the  burn.  The  action  since  taken  by  your  Com¬ 
mittee  to  carry  the  sewers  past  the  burn  to  the  river,  is 
undoubtedly  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  the  Ouseburn 
nuisance. 

The  returns  of  inspection  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  given 
in  Tables  XII  and  XI Ia. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — The  number  of  samples  taken 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Acts  (406)  is  an  increase 
of  24  over  the  return  of  the  preceding-  vear. 

1  o  p 
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Milk  Adulteration. — As  in  former  years,  the  great  majority 
of  the  above  were  samples  of  milk,  of  which  7,  or  about  3  per 
cent.,  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  or  “  of  doubtful  genuineness.” 
The  dairymen  (three  in  number)  concerned  in  the  doubtful  cases 
were  cautioned. 

Pond  Waters  on  the  Toivn  Moor. — Samples  of  water  taken 
in  May  from  the  ponds  on  the  Town  Moor,  near  the  Grand  Stand, 
Cowgate,  and  the  North  Road,  having  been  reported  on  by  the 
Public  Analyst  as  being  “  so  polluted,  as  to  be  quite  unfit  for  the 
use  of  cattle,”  your  Committee  presented  a  report  to  the  Council, 
stating  the  negotiations  with  the  Stewards  of  the  Freemen  relative 
to  the  filling  up  of  the  ponds,  and  embodying  the  report  of  the 
Public  Analyst. 

kj 

The  returns  of  Suspected  or  Unwholesome  Provisions  dealt 
with  are  given  in  Table  VII.  Owing  to  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever 
during  the  year,  the  amount  of  diseased  Pork  has  again  been 
large.  The  fines  amount  to  £35. 

O 

The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Slaughter  Houses  is  given  on  pages  36-38. 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning . — In  May,  your  Committee  had 
before  them  the  particulars  of  the  suspected  poisoning  of  four 
persons  in  a  household  of  seven,  through  the  medium  of  a  mould 
of  pork-brawn.  The  four  persons  in  question  all  partook  of  the 
brawn,  and  shortly  after  fell  ill,  one  very  seriously  so.  The 
others  who  did  not  partake  of  the  particular  meat,  remained 
quite  well.  As  none  of  the  material  was  left  for  examination, 
positive  evidence  as  to  bacteriological  poisoning  was  not  available. 
A  different  sample  of  brawn,  alleged  to  have  been  prepared  in 
Glasgow  along  with  that  in  question,  was  found  to  be  free  from 
poisonous  ptomaines. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Sellar  s  Entry  and  No.  7 ,  Sandgate. — This  property  has  again 
engaged  a  large  amount  of  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
and  the  Sub-Committee  on  Insanitary  Dwellings.  In  January 

v  O  v 
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the  owner  informed  the  Committee  through  her  solicitors  that 
she  was  willing  to  provide  additional  water  closets,  but  would 
not  consent  to  pull  down  any  part  of  the  property.  It  was  not 
until  May  that  the  Committee  were  able  to  obtain  a  plan  of  the 
alterations  referred  to,  and  then  the  plan  was  not  approved.  The 
owner  was  summoned,  and  the  magistrates  were  asked  for  an 
order  to  close  the  property.  This  they  declined  to  do,  but  made 
an  order  for  additional  closet  accommodation,  which  has  since 
been  provided. 

Thus  ends  the  case  which  has  occupied  the  time  and  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Committee  and  Sub-Committee  since  January, 
1891,  when  my  first  Official  Representatioo/on  the  property  was 
submitted.  Soon  after  this  the  Committee  obtained  a  Closing- 
Order,  but  out  of  sympathy  with  the  tenants — many  of  whom 
were  old  residents  and  verv  un willing-  to  leave — forbore  to 
enforce  it  until  the  Corporation  could  carry  out  their  project  of 
providing  new  and  suitable  dwellings  to  which  the  evicted  might 
go.  Plans  for  these  new  dwellings  were  submitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Hoard  some  years  afterwards  by  a  Deputation,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  late  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  (Alderman 
Winter),  yourself,  Sir,  the  Town  Clerk,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  These  plans,  which  provided  for  good  single-room  tene¬ 
ments,  with  ample  yard  space  and  other  conveniences,  giving  alto¬ 
gether  a  very  superior  class  of  dwelling  to  those  occupied  by  the 
tenants  of  Sellar’s  Entry,  were  rejected  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  on  the  ground,  as  is  understood,  that  the  tenements  did  not 
consist  of  two  rooms  each.  Had  the  Corporation  provided  pair- 
room  dwellings  they  would  not  have  been  occupied  by  the 
evicted,  because  it  was  quite  beyond  the  power  of  these  poor 
people  to  pay  the  rent  that  must  be  charged  to  meet  expenses. 

In  consequence  of  this  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Committee  were  driven  back  again  to  their  old 
position  of  asking  the  magistrates  for  a  fresh  Closing  Order,  which, 
as  has  been  shewn,  was  not  granted. 

Mill  Entry,  Sand  gate. — Notices  following  Official  Representa¬ 
tions  on  this  property  were  served  in  August,  1895,  after  which 
some  of  the  dwellings  were  closed.  In  November  last  one  of 
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these  had  been  re-let,  and  the  first  house  in  the  Entry  was  still 
in  use  as  a  dwelling.  No  closet  accommodation  has  been 
provided,  and  the  other  defects  are  as  before,  with  the  addition 
that  the  dilapidations  are  worse  than  ever.  Mindful  of  past 
experiences  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  the 
Insanitary  Dwellings  Sub-Committee  have  felt  it  more  hopeful 
to  seek  to  remedy  this  property  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
which  is  being  done. 

16,  Sandgate  and  Chapel  Lane, — New  Official  Representa¬ 
tions  respecting  this  property  of  6  houses  and  15  holdings  were 
made  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  In 
November  last  the  Insanitary  Dwellings  Sub-Committee  advised 
that  the  sanitary  defects  of  this  block  of  dwellings  should  also  be 
dealt  with,  as  far  as  may  be,  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

13,  Sandgate  and  Wvanghams  Entry. — The  ruinous  condi¬ 
tion  of  this  block  of  tenement  dwellings  was  described  in  my 
Report  for  1895.  Since  then  the  house  facing  into  Sandgate 
has  collapsed  completely,  and  the  remains  are  now  lying  in  a  heap. 


Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1890,  s.  26  (2). 

Applications  for  Certificates  entitling  the  owners  to  exemption 
from  Inhabited  House  Duty  have  been  made  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  32  Tenement  Houses  and  the  Block  of  Industrial  Dwell¬ 
ings  at  Garth  Heads.  After  examination  of  the  respective  pro¬ 
perties,  Certificates  on  the  form  amended  and  adopted  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  in  1895,  were  given  for  the  Industrial 
Dwellings  and  9  tenement  houses. 


Factory  and  AYorkshop  Acts. 

Last  year  117  “  Workshops,”  including  176  Workrooms, 
were  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  account  of  nuisance  or  sanitary  defect.  On 
examination,  various  insanitary  conditions,  as  specified  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  his  report,  were  dealt  with. 
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The  Sanitary  Authority  continue  to  inform  her  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  of  the  results  of  their  action  on  his  reports. 

The  duty  of  seeing  that  satisfactory  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  are  provided  in  Factories,  under  section  7  of  the  Act  of 
1891,  has  been  transferred  by  the  Council  to  the  Town  Improve¬ 
ment  Committee, 


Housebuilding  in  the  City 

Shews  a  continued  increase,  new  accommodation  having  been 
provided  for  895  families  against  provision  for  088  during  the 
year  before. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

Henry  E.  Armstrong,  F.Hy., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department , 

Town  Hall, 
Newcastle-upon-  Tyne, 

13tk  March,  1897 . 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


- <,®9CCts - 

REPORT,  1896. 

- — 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

During  the  53  weeks  ended  2nd  January,  1897,  6,707  births  and  {J^ths^ai! 
3,902  deaths  have  been  registered  in  the  City.  The  births  represent  a  °auseb)- 
rate  of  31 '6  and  the  deaths  a  rate  of  ISA*  per  1,000  of  a  population  of 
212,223  at  all  ages,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  the  middle 
of  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  Table  of  the  recorded  rates  of  mortality  from  all 
causes,  and  the  seven  “  Chief  Zymotic  Diseases,”  for  previous  years  : — 


Rates  oe  Mortality  per  1,000  Population  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


A.D. 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 


All  Causes. 

27  T 
27*2 

25- 4 
32*2 

26- 3 
30  T 
29-2 
26-1 
22-7 

22- 3 
23  7 

23- 5 
22*3 

21- 7 
23-0 

25- 4 
23  5 

26- 0 

22- 2 
25-2 
20-5 

25- 0 

26- 2 
23-6 

19- 5 
20  9 
18-0 

20- 0 
18-4 


Seven  “  Chi 


ef  Zymotic  Diseases. 
9 


3-9 


9-3 

4- 5 
6-9 

5- 5 


3-6 


26 


2*5 
4  6 


3  9 
3-2 
2-6 


33 


43 

3- 2 

4- 4 
2-5 


3-3 

1- 4 
30 

2- 1 
2*5 
1-5 
2*3 


1*9 


21 

1-8+ 


*  This  return  does  not  include  the  deaths  in  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases,  24  in  number,  of  persons  belonging  to  Newcastle.  With  these  included 
the  death-rate  is  18  5  per  1,000.  Deducting  deaths  (178)  in  the  Infirmary  of 
persons  who  came  there  from  beyond  the  City  boundary  the  rate  is  18 '0. 

+  Deducting  deaths  from  diseases  not  ordinarily  notifiable  (Measles,  133; 
Whooping  Cough,  95;  and  Diarrhoea,  77)  ;  the  rate  is  03. 
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Births  and 
Deaths. 


Deaths  in 

Public 

Institutions. 


The  number  of  births  and  deaths  in  the  different  Registration  Sub¬ 
districts  of  the  City  during  1896  is  given  in  Appendix  A,  Table  I. 


The  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  different  Registration 
Sub-districts  during  the  53  weeks  ended  2nd  January,  1897,  are  as 
follows  : — 


REGISTRATION 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

INSTITUTION. 

Westgate  ... 

1 

/'Union  Workhouse  ... 

St.  Joseph’s  House  ... 

, St.  Mary’s  Hospital  ... 

St.  Andrew’s 

1 

"Magdalene  Hospital .. 

Hospital  for  Incurables 

Barracks  (Military)  ... 

^.Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest... 

St.  Nicholas’ 

Royal  Infirmary 

All  Saints’... 

1 

rH.M.  Prison  ... 

Holy  Jesus  Hospital 

Byker 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital 

Total  ... 

DEATHS. 


197 

23 

1 


2 

8 

5 

1 


3k 


3 

4 


35 


596 


Chief  Zymotic  Diseases.” — Number  of  Deaths  in  1896. 
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The  mortality  from  the  “ chief  Zymotic  diseases”  during  successive 
seasons  of  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 
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Deaths  from 
Miasmatic 
order  of 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 


The  condition  of  the  different  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  regard 
of  mortality  from  the  Miasmatic  order*  of  Zymotic  diseases  during  the 
year  is  as  given  in  Appendix  A,  Table  II. 


Measles, 
Whooping- 
Cough,  and 
Diarrhoea. 


The  most  fatal  Zymotic  diseases  have  been  Measles,  Whooping- 
Cough,  and  Diarrhoea,  from  which  133,  95,  and  77  deaths  respectively 
are  returned. 


Infant  Mortality. 

infant  The  number  of  Infants  dying  before  the  completion  of  the  first  year 

Moitahty  0f  life  is  1,107,  as  compared  with  1,196,  980,  and  1,151,  respectively, 

in  1895,  1894,  and  1893. 


REGISTRATION 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

Deaths  of  Children 
under 

1  year  of  age. 

Rates  per  cent,  of 
Deaths  under  1  year 
to  Births  registered. 

1896. 

1895. 

1396. 

1895. 

Westgate... 

470 

510 

160 

180 

St.  Andrew’s 

81 

97 

16-0 

22-9 

St.  Nicholas’ 

35 

61 

189 

26-5 

All  Saints’ 

171 

177 

19-5 

19-8 

Byker 

350 

351 

16-0 

17-2 

City  . 

1,107 

1,196 

16-5 

186 

1 

Uncertified  Deaths  during  the  Year  1896. 

Uncertified  16  deaths  have  been  registered  for  which  no  proper  medical  certi- 

J -)  6ci  tils. 

ficate  has  been  given  or  inquest  held,  as  compared  with  44  during  the 
previous  year. 


Marriages. 

Marriages.  The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

( Superintendent  Registrar’s  district),  during  each  of  the  past  ten  years 
(1887-96),  is  as  under  : — 


Year. 

ended  March  31. 

Number 
of  Marriages. 

Year 

iended  March  31. 

Number 
of  Marriages. 

1887 

1,705 

1892 

1,894 

1888 

1,829 

1893 

1,892 

1889 

1,874 

1894 

1,812 

1890 

2,020 

1895 

1,851 

1891 

2,124 

1896 

1,983 

*  In  uniformity  with  the  Classification  of  causes  of  death,  adopted  by  the 
Registrar  General,  Diarrhoeal  diseases  are  now  excluded  from  the  Miasmatic  order 
of  the  Zymotic  class  of  diseases.  The  deaths  from  these  diseases  are  stated  in 
the  Table  on  previous  page. 

+  Superintendent  Registrar’s  district,  which  includes  the  Municipal  area  and 
the  Extra-Municipal  Townships  of  Benwell  and  Fenham. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  INQUIRY. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  known  to  the  Health  Department. 

During  the  year  under  report  the  following  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  have  been  made  known  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  Dlsease- 
medical  practitioners,  under  the  “ Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Improvement 
Acts,  1882  and  1892,”  and  otherwise. 


Cases  known  to  the 

Health  Department. 

1896. 

1S95. 

Cholera 

,  , 

•  •  • 

Smallpox 

Measles* 

1,505 

.  .  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

896 

959 

Diphtheria 

164 

174 

Whooping  Cough*  ... 

380 

... 

Typhus 

. . . 

. . . 

Enteric  Fever 

176 

213 

Simple  Continued  Fever  ... 

10 

28 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

13 

Relapsing  Fever 

... 

... 

Total  . 

3,137 

1,387 

A  Return  to  the  Local  Government  Board  of  the  Notifications  during  the 
previous  week  has  been  forwarded  each  Monday  morning  during  the  year,  on 
forms  supplied  for  the  purpose. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  different  diseases  in  the  respective 
Wards  of  the  City  : — 


Wards. 

Measles.* 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Whooping 

Cough.* 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Total. 

Elswick  East 

57 

47 

4 

8 

2 

118 

Elswick  North 

43 

78 

17 

30 

6 

1 

175 

Elswick  South 

119 

125 

17 

74 

11 

2 

348 

Arthur’s  Hill 

74 

204 

57 

43 

8 

2 

1 

389 

Westgate  North  .. 

136 

83 

8 

24 

23 

3 

277 

Westgate  South  ... 

89 

47 

7 

12 

11 

«  •  « 

166 

St.  Andrew’s  North. 

65 

48 

11 

39 

4 

•  •  » 

167 

St.  John’s  ... 

9 

14 

1 

1 

1 

♦  •  • 

26 

St.  Nicholas' 

3 

9 

2 

3 

1 

IS 

All  Saints’  West  ... 

4 

5 

... 

18 

7 

34 

All  Saints’  East 

274 

29 

1 

30 

24 

1 

359 

All  Saints’  North  ... 

177 

27 

4 

45 

33 

•  t  • 

286 

St.  Andrew’s  South. 

13 

13 

9 

w 

l 

3 

•  •  • 

32 

Jesmond 

53 

27 

3 

10 

8 

l 

i 

103 

Heaton 

125 

86 

21 

17 

10 

2 

» « . 

261 

Byker 

264 

54 

9 

25 

24 

1 

i 

378 

City . 

1505 

896 

164 

380 

176 

10 

6 

3137 

Infectious 
Diseases 
in  the 
respective 
Wards  of  the 
City. 


*  The  Notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  came  into  operation  on 


26th  August. 
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No.  of 
Infected 
Households, 
&c. 


Return  showing  the  Number  of  Households,  &c.,  in  which 
Infectious  Disease  other  than  Measles  and  Whooring 
Cough*  was  notified  during  the  Year  1896. 


DISEASES. 

Households 

WITH 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions. 

Total. 

Single 

Cases. 

2 

Cases 
each . 

3 

Cases 

each. 

4 

Cases 

each. 

5 

Cases 

each. 

6 

Cases 

each. 

7 

Cases 

each. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

460 

128 

27 

14 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

8 

639 

Diphtheria 

129 

9 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

146 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

120 

7 

7 

2 

1 

1 

... 

2 

140 

Continued  Fever 

10 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10 

Puerperal  Fever 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

6 

Total 

724 

144 

38 

16 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15 

941 

Details  referring  to  certain  Infectious  Diseases*  during  1896. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Con¬ 

tinued 

Fever. 

Number  of  households  infected  ... 

631 

142 

138 

10 

Number  of  sick-rooms  returned  as  not 
at  all  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the 
premises,  the  families  either  having 
access  to,  or  living  in  the  sick-room  ... 

213 

33 

51 

2 

Number  of  sick-rooms  where  no  means  to 
prevent  infection  were  being  taken  ... 

244 

43 

59 

5 

Number  of  occupants  of  infected  houses 
employed  at  shops,  &c.,  or  in  occupa¬ 
tions  elsewhere 

836 

178 

219 

23 

*  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  omitted  from  these  Tables  as  the  Diseases  were  not 

notified  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
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Return  shewing  businesses  carried  on  on  infected  premises, 
infection  was  liable  to  be  communicated  to  customers,  &c. 


whereby  Business 
carried  on 
on  Infected 
:  '  Premises. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  (or 
Typhoid)  Fever. 

Business,  &c. 

No.  of 

No 

of 

No.  of 

House¬ 

holds. 

Cases. 

House¬ 

holds. 

Cases. 

House¬ 

holds. 

Cases. 

Butcher  . 

1 

2 

Caretaker  . 

5 

6 

... 

4  4  4 

Chemist  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

China  Dealer  . 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

Common  Lodging  ) 

1 

l 

2 

7 

House  .  ( 

Coal  Dealer . 

1 

1 

•  • 

4  4  4 

Dairyman  . 

Dentist  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Dressmaking  . 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Fish  Curer . 

Furniture  Dealer 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Fruiterer  and  Con-  \ 
fectioner  ...  J 

General  Dealer  ... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Grocer  and  Provision  ) 
Dealer  .  ( 

6 

7 

2 

o 

2 

2 

Hairdresser . 

1 

1 

»  .  . 

>  4  4 

4  4  * 

Joiner,  &c . 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

4  4  . 

4  4  4 

Medical  Practitioner... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

•  4  4 

Midwife  . 

1 

2 

.  ,  . 

4  4  « 

4  4  4 

Picture  Framer,  &c.  ... 

1 

1 

,  . 

1 

1 

Private  Lodging  House 

2 

2 

4  4  • 

4  4  4 

Public  House  . 

o 

i-i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealer.. 

1 

1 

... 

,  .  . 

,  > 

4  .  4 

Restaurant . 

1 

2 

4  4  4 

Second-hand  Clothes) 

1 

9 

Shop  .  J 

Servants’  Registry  \ 

1 

1 

Office  ...  ...  / 

... 

Small  Sweet  Shop 
Stocking  Knitter 

4 

G 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Tailor . 

1 

1 

»  •  • 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

Travelling  Draper 
Tripe  Dealer  . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Undertaker . 

•  .  . 

•  *  • 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 
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Scarlet  Scarlet  Fever  in  relation  to  School  Attendance. — Of  the  households 

r  ever  m 

School11 10  in^ecfec^  with  Scarlet  Fever,  507  contained  scholars  of  one  or  other  of  76 

Attendance,  different  schools  in  the  City.  In  5  of  the  largest  elementary  schools, 

scholars  came  from  upwards  of  20  of  such  households  during  the  year, 
the  largest  number  of  scholars  from  infected  households  attending  any 
one  school  being  65. 

In  four  schools  there  was  infection  in  the  households  of  its  scholars 
during  eleven  months  of  the  year,  and  in  two  others  during  ten  months. 


Rate  of 
Scarlet 
Fever  in 
Board 
Schools. 


Rate  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Board  Schools. — Through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Clerk  to  the  School  Board,  Mr.  A.  Goddard,  who  has  furnished  the 
average  daily  attendance  at  each  of  the  Board  Schools  of  the  City,  it 
has  been  possible  to  prepare  the  subjoined  statement,  shewing  the  per¬ 
centage  of  households  of  scholars  in  which  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified 
to  the  average  number  of  scholars  in  each  school : — 


Board  School. 

Arthur’s  Hill 
Bentinck 
Blenheim  Street 
Ohillingham  Road  ... 
Diana  Street 
Elswick  Road 
Heaton  Park  Road  ... 
Longley  Street 
Ouseburn 
Royal  Jubilee 
Scotswood  Road 
Shieldfield 
Spital  Tongues 
Saint  Peter’s 
Tindal  Street 
Todd’s  Nook 

Union  British,  Bath  Lane. 
Victoria  Jubilee 
Westmorland  Road 


Per  cent,  of  House¬ 
holds  infected 
with  Scarlet  Fever. 

2-5 

1-9 

1-7 

0-8 

5-5 

OH 

1- 4 
4-6 
0-4 
0-7 
1-8 
0*3 

2- 0 
IT 
1-4 
44 
0-5 
0-4 
2  J 


riPhcih®na  Diphtheria  and  School  Attendance. — 16  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred 

and  School  1  1 

Attendance.  families,  children  from  which  attended  one  particular  School.  10 

of  the  cases  were  notified  in  the  two  first  months  of  the  year. 

As  usual  circulars  have  been  sent  to  the  principals  of  the 

% 

respective  schools  attended  by  pupils  from  houses  notified  to  be  occupied 
by  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
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The  households  affected  Diphtheria 

and  Milk 

There  is  no  reason  to  Supp!y- 


Diphtheria  in  Relation  to  Milk  Supply. - 
were  supplied  by  a  large  number  of  dealers, 
suppose  that  any  outbreak  was  attributable  to  milk.  18  dairies  supplied 
milk  to  more  than  1  infected  household,  viz.  :  — 


1  Dairy 

*18  households. 

1  „ 

. *11 

9  9 

4  Dairies 

.  3 

,,  each. 

12  „  ...  . 

.  2 

9  9  9  9 

Large  Dairies.  The  cases  were  spread  over  many  months  of  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever  and  Milk  Supply. — The  milk  supplies  of  the  house-  Enteric 

11  u  >  ri  Fever  &  Milk 

holds  infected  with  Enteric  Fever  were  derived  as  follows  : —  Supply. 


l  Dairy  supplied 

...  *17  households. 

1  „ 

5  9 

...  47 

9  9 

1  „ 

9  9 

...  *6 

9  9 

1  „ 

99 

3 

99 

5  Dairies 

99 

2 

,,  each. 

Each  of  the  remaining  households  was  supplied  by  a  separate  dairy. 


*  These  dairies  supply  a  large  number  of  persons,  and  have  branch  establishments  in  severa^ 
parts  of  the  city.  The  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  in  question  were  spread  over  the  j'ear.  There  is  no 
reason  to  blame  the  milk  supply  for  their  occurrence. 

f  These  cases  occurred  near  the  end  of  1896,  and  are  connected  with  others  at  the  beginning 
of  the  following  year.  They  were  specially  reported  on  after  the  occurrence  of  the  last  case. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

The  following  details  refer  to  Puerperal  Fever  during  the  year  J^j?cral 
1896  : — 

Inquiries  were  made  in  5  households  containing  5  cases,  and  res¬ 
pecting  1  case  notified  at  the  Union  Workhouse. 

Each  of  the  cases  were  attended  by  a  different  medical  practitioner. 

One  of  the  cases  was  attended  by  a  midwife,  who  was  cautioned  against 
continuing  her  practice  until  the  lapse  of  a  period  of  two  months  after 
the  confinement.  This  injunction  is  believed  to  have  been  attended  to. 
Compensation  for  loss  of  practice  was  granted  by  the  Sanitary 
Committee. 
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Infectious 
Disease  in 
Public 
Institutions, 


&c. 


Infectious  cases  notified  in  Public  Institutions,  &c. 


INSTITUTIONS,  &c. 

* 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Whoop¬ 
ing  * 
Cough. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Fever. 

Total. 

Royal  Infirmary 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children,  Moor  Edge 

i 

7 

8 

Barracks  (Military) 

5 

3 

2 

3 

.  .  . 

,  .  . 

13 

St.  Vincent’s  Home,  Brunei 
'terrace 

1 

1 

2 

Union  Workhouse 

.  .  . 

15 

•  .  . 

16 

1 

1 

33 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  North 
Road . . 

1 

1 

2 

Boys’  Refuge,  Pandon  Dene  ... 

. . . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  «  • 

.  .  . 

1 

Home  for  Incurables  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  * 

1 

Children’s  Hospital,  City  Road 

. . . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  , 

.  .  . 

1 

Scotswood  Road  Baths 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals  ... 

11 

31 

5 

19 

2 

1 

69 

*  The  notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  came  into  operation  on  26th  August. 
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City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.* 

431  patients  have  been  treated  at  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  workatthe 
Diseases  at  Walker  Gate  during  the  year,  including  5  admitted  from  the  p^/for" 
Walker  Urban  District.  The  cases  were  as  under  : —  infectious 

Diseases. 
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Smallpox 
and  Cholera 
Hospitals. 


Smallpox  and  Cholera  Hospitals. 


There  have  been  no  admissions  to  these  Hospitals. 


Notified  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Removed  to  the  City  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases,  Walker  Gate,  during  1896. 


No.  of  cases 

Rate  per  cent,  of  cases  re¬ 
moved  to  cases  notified  in 

Removed. 

the  same  form  of  practice. 

In  private  practice 

225 

...  21-7 

In  Dispensary  practice 

114 

...  87-0 

In  public  practice  (including 
Dispensary) 

163 

...  807 

Expense  of 
Mainten¬ 
ance  of 
Patients. 


Expense  of  Maintenance. — Of  the  patients  admitted,  the  expense 
of  maintenance  is  charged  as  under  : — 


To  the  Sanitary  Authority 
To  private  guarantors  (General  Wards) 
>,  ,,  (Private  Wards) 


Cases. 

384 

40 

7 


Total 


431 


Burial  of  Corpses. 


Burial  of 
Corpses 
under  Local 
Act. 


Under  the  47th  Section  of  the  “  Uewcastle-upon-Tyne  Improve¬ 
ment  Act,  1882,”  Orders  of  Justice  have  been  obtained  during  the  past 
year  as  follows  : — 


For  Burial  of  Corpses  from  rooms  in  which  persons  live  or  sleep  ..  21 

,,  >j  Royal  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

,»  ,,  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  .  5 


Total 


43 
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Summary  of  Reports  made  during  1896. 


The  following,  among  other  matters,  have  been  brought  before  the 
Sanitary  Committee  during  the  year  : — 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Midwifery  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  in  connection  with  a  Dairy  sending  Milk  to 
Newcastle 

Scarlet  Fever  and  School  Attendance 

Scarlet  Fever  patient  journeying  by  Tram  and  Railway 

Exposure  of  Scarlet  Fever  Patient  on  the  Streets 

Children  attending  School  whilst  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  (Junior  Resident 
Medical  Officer)... 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Dressmaking  ... 

Smallpox  at  Hebburn — in  connection  with  Shop  Assistants  in 
Newcastle 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  at  St.  Peter’s  Board  School  ... 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (General)  ..  ...  March, 

Notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough — Summary  of 
information  received  from  other  Towns 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (Circulars  issued) 

,,  ,,  (Cases  not  notified) 

,,  ,,  (Children  coming  to  School 

from  beyond  City) 

Measles  Epidemic 

School  Children  calling  at  infected  houses  to  enquire  after 
Absentees 

Regulations  of  Education  Department  as  to  closure  of  Schools 
in  order  to  prevent  spread  of  Disease 

Sickness  in  Arthur’s  Hill  Ward  ... 


DATE. 

Jan.,  Feb.  &  Dec. 

Feb. 
Feb. 
March 
March 
May  and  June 

Oct. 

Dec. 

March 
March 
Oct.,  Nov.  &  Dec. 

March 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

March 

March 

March 


City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Nurses  affected  with  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  Jan.,  Mar.  &  Nov. 


Maintenance  of  Domestic  Servants  admitted  as  patients  ..  March 

Appointment  of  Resident  Medical  Assistant  ...  ...  ...  Nov. 

General. 

Estimates  of  Expenditure  for  1896 — 7  ...  ...  ••  •••  Jan. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1895...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Feb. 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Fire  escape)  ...  ...  ...  May 

Unsound  Currants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  March 

Abattoirs  at  West  Hartlepool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  March 

Common  Lodging  House  for  Women,  Pilgrim  Street  ...  ...  March 

Chicory  and  Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  March 


Summary,  of 
Reports,  &c. 
made  during 
the  3rear. 


Summary  or  Reports. — Continued . 


General 
Work  of  the 
Health 
Department 


Common 

Lodging- 

Houses 


General, 

Superannuation  Fund 
Suspected  Food  Poisoning  (Brawn) 

Water  in  Ponds  on  Town  Moor 

Cat  and  Dog  Shelter — Removal  of  Bodies 

Batli  Drains  ... 


Localities. 

H. W.C. A. — Sellar’s  Entry,  Sandgate 

,,  Mill  Entry  and  Chapel  Lane,  Sandgate 

Ouseburn 

Arthur’s  Hill  Ward — House-todiouse  Inspection 
Back  Marlborough  Street — -Ventilation  of  Sewer 


Date. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Sept,  and  Nov. 


Feb.  &  May 
Nov. 

May,  June  &  Aug. 
May  and  Aug. 

June 


General  Work  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  Report  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Wells,  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  is 
given  below : — 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  present  you  my  report  of  the  work  clone  in  my 
section  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1896,  which  includes  Tables  Nos.  VIII.  to 
XIIa.  (Appendix  A.) 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — These  houses  have  been 
well  conducted.  Three  of  the  older  houses  have  been  closed, 
and  two  new  ones  placed  upon  the  Register.  In  the 
examination  of  newly  proposed  houses,  great  care  is  taken 
to  secure  that  they  possess  all  necessary  conveniences  before 
recommending  them  to  the  Authority  for  registration. 

The  total  number  of  lodgers  for  which  the  Common 
Lodging  Houses  of  the  City  were  registered  was,  at  the  close 
of  1895,  1,839.  At  the  close  of  the  year  under  report  (1896) 
the  number  was  1,865. 
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The  average  number  of  lodgers  per  night  was  1,317. 

The  highest  and  lowest  numbers  on  any  one  night  were 
respectively  1,495  and  1,244. 


Nuisance  Abatement—  The  details  of  this  work  are 
shewn  in  Tables  YIII.  and  IX.  (Appendix  A.)  There  have 
been  185  privies  with  ashpits  removed.  I  hope  to  be  able  next 
year  to  report  that  none  of  these  nuisances  exist  west  of  the 
Ouse  burn,  and  but  few  on  the  east  side  of  that  stream. 

The  large  increase  of  drain  nuisances  abated,  and  also 
the  decrease  in  the  number  of  tenement  inspections  made, 
is  due  to  the  concentration,  for  several  months,  of  the  work 
of'  three  of  the  District  Inspectors  (with  assistance),  upon 
the  house-to-house  inspection  of  the  greater  part  of  Arthur’s 
Hill  Ward. 

The  assistance  of  the  staff  has  been  freely  sought  by 
the  public  during  the  year. 


Tenement  Bye-Laws. — A  good  deal  of  repair  and 
structural  improvement  have  been  made  to  tenement  houses 
in  some  districts,  but  the  work  proceeds  slowly.  The 
people  in  the  lowest  class  of  such  property  often  undo  the 
work  of  the  landlord  almost  as  soon  as  it  is  done,  whilst 
the  premises  themselves  are  often  so  old  and  generally 
dilapidated  that  permanent  repair  is  impossible.  Such 
places  are  quite  beyond  the  fair  and  square  reach  of  the 
tenement  bye-laws.  They  should  be  closed  or  almost  com¬ 
pletely  renewed.  As  examples — Meeting  House  Lane,  and 
some  of  the  alleys  off  Sandgate,  are  given.  All  is  being 
done  that  can  be  done  by  the  staff  under  your  command  to 
make  the  bye-laws  meet  the  cases. 

The  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  the  occupiers  of 
tenements,  reported  last  year,  is  maintained,  but  requires 
the  constant  attention  of  the  District  Inspectors  to  keep  it 
up  to  its  present  standard. 


Nuisance 

Abatement 


Tenement 

Bye-laws. 
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Adultera¬ 
tion  Act 


Adulteration  Act. — The  number  of  milk  samples 
purchased  during  the  year  is  285.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
notice  that  only  2-J%  of  these  (7  samples)  were  adulterated, 
or  “  of  doubtful  genuineness.”  Most  of  the  milk  samples 
are  first  tested  in  the  office  with  hydrometer  and  cremometer. 
Of  these  24  were  considered  to  be  doubtful,  and  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst,  who  certified  four  of  them  to  be  adulterated, 
and  one  doubtful. 

48  o t  the  samples  were  sent  direct  to  the  Analyst 
without  previous  test.  Of  these  one  was  certified  adulterated, 
and  one  doubtful. 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  taken 
this  year  is  406,  against  382  in  1895. 


Factory  and 

Workshop 

Acts, 


Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. — 117  Workshops,  which 
included  176  Workrooms,  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
250  sanitary  defects  were  found,  and  remedied,  as  follows  : — 


Dirty  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Insufficient  ventilation  to  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Overcrowded  rooms  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dirty  passages  and  staircases  ...  ..  ...  ...  ..  30 

Gas  Stoves  without  means  provided  to  carry  away  the 

fumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  5 

Gas  Irons  without  means  provided  to  carry  off  the  fumes  ...  5 

No  water-closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ..  g 

Insufficient  water-closet  accommodation  ...  ..  ...  21 

Defective  water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Choked  water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No  water  supply  to  water-closet  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Defective  pail-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

F oul  privies  and  ashpits ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  drains  ...  ..  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Drains  in  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No  water  supply  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  ceiling  to  bakehouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouse  not  sufficiently  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Foul  manure  pits  under  workrooms  and  foul  accumulations  10 

Defective  yard  pavement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Provision  for  escape  in  case  of  fire  insucffiient  ...  ...  2 

Total . 250 
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As  you  are  aware  (by  the  instruction  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority),  only  such  workshops  and  factories  are  examined 
as  are  complained  of  to  the  Department.  Further  visits  are 
periodically  made  to  all  such  workshops,  so  far  as  can  be 
done  with  the  present  staff,  the  number  on  our  books 
being  now  446. 

The  table  of  defects  found  and  remedied  during  the 
year  in  the  workshops  we  have  seen  points  to  the  importance 
of  the  work. 


Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act. — The  time  of  the 
District  Inspector  occupied  in  reporting  upon  houses,  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  whether  the  houses  were  so  constructed 
as  to  entitle  the  owners  to  exemption  from  inhabited  house 
duty,  was  in  the  aggregate  as  7  days  for  one  man. 


I  am,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  H.  Wells, 


Health  Department , 

l1  own  Hall , 

8th  March ,  1897 . 


Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  &c. 


(a.) — Nuisance  Removal. — (See  Appendix  A,  Tables  VIII.  &  IX.) 

( b .) — Common  Lodging  Houses. — (See  Appendix  A.,  Tables  XII. 
and  XIIa.) 

(c.)  —  The  Retail  Bakehouses  (54)  are  reported  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  to  be  systematically  inspected  every  six  months,  and  at  other 
times*. 

(d.) — Offensive  Trades. — The  following  establishments — Triperies 
(11),  Marine  Stores  (26),  Blood  Drying  (1),  Tallow  Melting  (1),  Bone 
Boiling  (1),  Chemical  Manure  Works  (1),  Fish  Curing  (8),  Knackeries 
(2),  Soap  Works  (2),  Tanneries  (3),  Fellmonger  (1),  and  Leather 
Dressing  (2) — are  reported  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  be 
regularly  attended  to  as  to  cleansing. 

*  The  Wholesale  Bakehouses  (13)  are  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Government 

Inspector  of  Factories. 


Nuisance 

Removal 

Common 

Lodging- 

Houses. 


Bakehouses 


Offensive 

Trades. 
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Magisterial 

Proceedings 

Food  and 
Drugs  Acts. 


Disease 

Inquiry 


Compensa¬ 

tion. 


Food 

Inspection. 


Dairies,  &c 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


(c) — Magisterial  Proceedings. — (See  Appendix  A,  Table  X.) 

(f) — Analyses  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  —  (See  Appendix  A, 
Table  XI.) 

(v) — Infectious  Disease  Inquiry  and  Disinfection. — 3,137  cases 
of  notifiable  infectious  disease  .have  been  inquired  into  by  the  Special 
Inspectors,  with  the  assistance  of  two  temporary  men,  and  the  houses  or 
rooms  connected  therewith  disinfected,  as  compared  with  1,387  during 
the  year  before.  The  bedding  and  other  infected  articles  were  removed 
to  the  Disinfecting  Station,  and,  after  purification,  returned  to  the 
owners.  (For  List,  see  Appendix  A,  Table  VI.) 

(h.) — Compensation  granted  on  account  of  Infection. — In  5  cases 
compensation  has  been  allowed  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  the  occu¬ 
piers  of  infected  houses,  for  clothing,  confectionery,  <vc.,  destroyed, 

(*•) — Food  Inspection. — The  return  of  suspected  and  unwhole¬ 
some  butchers’  meat  or  other  flesh  examined  during  the  year,  is  given 
in  Appendix  A,  Table  VII. 

0-) — Inspection  of  Dairies ,  Cow-sheds ,  and  Milk-shops.  (See  the 
following  report.) 

(k.) — Slaughter  Houses.  (See  the  following  report.) 


The  following  is  the  report  of  Inspector  Hedley  : — 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  following  reports  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  among  animals 
have  occurred.  One  outbreak  of  Glanders  in  a  stud  of  57 
horses.  In  the  first  instance  3  horses  were  found  to  be 
affected  and  were  at  once  destroyed ;  all  the  remainder  were 
subjected  to  the  Mallein  test,  and  16  having  reacted  they 
were  killed  with  the  consent  of  the  owners.  Many  of  the 
16  horses  killed  showed  no  outward  symptoms  of  disease, 
but  several  being  examined  “post  mortem,”  glanderous 
lesions  were  found  to  be  present.  No  spread  of  disease 
from  the  infected  stud  is  known  to  have  occurred. 


Two  cases  of  Anthrax  have  occurred  among  dairy  cows. 
Both  animals  died  after  a  very  short  illness.  The  carcases 
were  removed  and  destroyed  and  the  premises  disinfected. 
No  further  spread  of  the  disease  occurred. 

Seven  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever  have  occurred.  A 
large  number  of  Swine  were  implicated  and  216  were  killed 
and  destroyed  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  in 
addition  to  the  carcases  of  pork,  shown  as  destroyed  in 
Table  VII.  (Appendix  A.) 

One  person  was  summoned  for  not  reporting  that 
Swine  Fever  existed  on  his  premises;  He  was  fined  £10  and 
costs. 

The  carcases  of  20  dairy  cows  have  been  sent  to  the 
Knackers ;  the  principal  causes  of  mortality  were  calving  or 
tuberculosis. 

The  inspection  of  the  cows  and  cow-sheds  has  been 
regularity  attended  to  and  sundry  repairs  have  been 
made  at  the  verbal  request  of  the  Inspector ;  several 
premises  are  still  in  an  insanitary  condition,  the  worst  have 
been  reported  to  the  Committee. 

Four  persons  have  declined  cowkeeping  in  the  City, 
but  their  cow-sheds  have  been  occupied  by  others  extending 
their  business. 

One  dairyman  was  attacked  with  infectious  disease 
(Typhoid  Fever).  The  milk  and  milk-vessels  were  kept  off 
the  infected  premises.  No  spread  of  infection  occurred. 
The  patient  died. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  inspection  of  these  has  been 
regularly  attended  to,  the  principal  groups  and  those  near 
the  centre  of  the  City  being  visited  two  or  three  times  every 
week  and  the  others  as  often  as  time  permits.  Generally 
speaking  they  have  been  kept  in  fair  good  order.  Com¬ 
plaints  of  bad  smells  have  arisen  from  the  habit  of  keeping 
intestines  on  the  premises  for  gut-scraping.  On  notice  to 
the  occupier  this  has  been  abated,  but  it  is  always  liable  to 


recur. 


A  nuisance  is  often  caused  by  butchers  or  tripe 
collectors  depositing  the  garbage,  etc.,  on  the  ground  near  to 
the  carts  provided  by  the  Corporation  to  remove  the  same, 
instead  of  putting  it  into  the  cart.  Care  is  taken  not  to  do 
this  in  the  presence  of  the  Inspector,  and  on  inquiry  the 
offending  party  cannot  be  found. 


The  Scavenging  Sub-Committee  have  surveyed  all  the 
worst  Slaughter-houses  in  the  City.  As  a  result  two  were 
closed.  One  has  been  closed  on  account  of  want  of 
accommodation  and  alterations  being  made  without  leave, 
and  one  was  pulled  down  to  make  way  for  new  buildings. 

Three  applications  have  been  received  to  license 
existing  buildings  as  Slaughter-houses.  One  application 
was  withdrawn  and  the  others  were  declined  after  being1 
reported  on.  This  leaves  129  places  which  were  submitted 
to  and  approved  of  by  the  Council  in  October  last,  127 
being  licensed  for  twelve  months  and  2  for  three  months 
only  on  account  of  overcrowding  and  want  of  accommodation. 


Fish  Market,  Close. — There  is  little  to  note  in  respect 
to  this  Market.  The  supply  of  Fish  has  been  small  and 
very  irregular ;  it  usually  comes  a  considerable  distance  by 
rail,  or  by  steamer  from  the  Continent.  All  arrived  in  fair 
good  condition.  No  diseased  fish  have  been  detected,  but 
the  following  having  become  stale  were  destroyed  : — 


4  Boxes  Ling. 

3  Barrels  Skate. 

4  Barrels  Sprats. 

9  Salmon. 

4  Salmon  Trouts. 
4  Ling  (Fish). 

2  Cwt.  Haddocks. 


19  Cases  Herrings  (Unsalted.) 
238  Boxes  Kippered  Herrings. 
64  Boxes  Findon  Haddocks. 

38  Boxes  Bloaters. 

5  Barrels  Red  Herring. 

43  Bags  Mussels. 


One  person  has  been  summoned  for  exposing  unsound 
fish  for  sale;  he  was  fined  40  shillings  and  costs. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Newcastle- on-  Tyne, 
2. jyth  Feb.,  1897. 


Wm.  Hedley, 

Inspector  oe  Cattle,  Provisions,  &c. 
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Houses  Built  during  the  Year  189G. 


The  following  return  of  houses  built  during  the  year  under  report 
is  supplied  through  the  courtesy  of  the  City  Engineer  : — 


House¬ 

building. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Els  wick  Township 
Westgate  Township 
Byker  Township  ... 
Jesmond  Township 
Heaton  Township... 
St.  Andrew’s  Parish 
St.  John’s  Parish  ... 
St.  Nicholas’  Parish 
All  Saints’  Parish... 


Houses.  Houses  of 

Self-contained.  Two  Flats  each. 


5 

1 

25 

66 

6 


43 

8 

109 

115 

119 

2 


103  396 

(for  792  families.) 


New  accommodation  has  thus  been  provided  for  895  families,  or  at  NewAccom- 

.  .  modation. 

the  rate  of  5  persons  to  a  family,  4,475  persons,  as  compared  with 
accommodation  estimated  for  3,440  persons  provided  during  1895. 


Sanitary  Alterations. 

60  plans  for  minor  sanitary  works  have  been  examined  and 
approved  or  otherwise  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  forwarded 
to  the  City  Engineer  for  his  consideration,  as  compared  with  96  during 
the  previous  year. 


Henry  E.  Armstrong,  D.Hy., 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall , 

N ewcastle-upon-  Tyne, 
loth  March ,  1897. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1806, 

APPENDIX  A. 

TABLE  I. 


Population  (Estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  the  Middle 

of  the  Year) — 212,223. 


Registration 
Sub-districts 
and  City. 

Different 
Quarters 
of  the  Year. 

Births  Registered  in  53 
Weeks  ended 

2nd  January,  1897. 

Deaths  Registered  in  53 
Weeks  ended 

2nd  January,  1897. 

Male. 

Female 

Total. 

Male. 

|  Female 

Total. 

Westgate 

1st  Quarter 

337 

353 

690 

225 

213 

438 

2nd  , , 

3S! 

364 

745 

191 

174 

365 

3rd  , , 

•  •  • 

363 

358 

721 

206 

182 

388 

4th 

439 

357 

796 

230 

197 

427 

Total 

1,520 

1,432 

2,952 

852 

766 

1,618 

St.  Andrew’s  ... 

1st  Quarter 

49 

59 

108 

34 

35 

69 

2nd  ,, 

73 

60 

133 

37 

31 

68 

3rd  ,, 

81 

55 

136 

43 

41 

84 

4th  ,, 

70 

59 

129 

44 

38 

82 

Total 

273 

233 

506 

158 

145 

303 

St.  Nicholas’  ... 

1st  Quarter 

20 

17 

37 

71 

31 

102 

2nd  , , 

28 

17 

45 

83 

36 

119 

3rd 

29 

29 

58 

68 

37 

105 

4th 

25 

20 

45 

73 

52 

125 

Total 

102 

83 

185 

295 

156 

451 

All  Saints’ 

1st  Quarter 

104 

98 

202 

61 

53 

114 

2nd  „ 

122 

109 

231 

75 

68 

143 

3rd  ,, 

112 

98 

210 

54 

61 

115 

4th 

119 

117 

236 

79 

72 

151 

Total 

457 

422 

879 

269 

254 

523 

Byker  ... 

1st  Quarter 

272 

246 

518 

148 

123 

271 

2nd  , , 

265 

253 

518 

122 

113 

235 

3rd  , , 

275 

265 

540 

142 

123 

265 

4th  ,, 

317 

292 

609 

115 

121 

236 

Total 

1,129 

1,056 

2,185 

527 

450 

1,007 

City  . 

1st  Quarter 

782 

773 

1,555 

539 

455 

994 

2nd  ,, 

•  •  • 

869 

803 

1,672 

508 

422 

930 

3rd  , , 

•  •  i 

860 

805 

1,665 

513 

444 

957 

4th 

... 

970 

S45 

1,815 

541 

480 

1,021 

Total 

... 

3,481 

3,226 

6,707 

2,101 

1,801 

3,902 

.  The  Births  represent  a  rate  of  31 '6,  and  the  Deaths  a  rate  of  18'4  per  1,000 
estimated  population.  The  increase  of  births  over  deaths  is  2,805  this  year,  as 
compared  with  2,295  in  1895.  The  increase  of  population  at  Midsummer,  1890, 
over  that  at  Midsummer,  1895,  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  5,202 
persons. 
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TABLE  II. 

Return  of  Causes  of  Death  in  the  Registration  Sub-Districts  and  Entire 
City  during  the  53  Weeks  Ended  2nd  January,  1897. 


Registration  Sub-Districts 

and  City. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

City. 

— H 

Westgate. 

St. 

Andrew’s. 

*St. 

Nicholas’. 

All 

Saints’. 

Byker. 

I. — Specific,  Febrile,  or 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

1 .  — Miasm atic  Diseases. 

Measles... 

133 

34 

1 

2 

21 

75 

Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina)  ... 

lb 

11 

2 

q 

Diphtheria 

34 

26 

3 

1 

4 

Whooping-Cough 

95 

36 

9 

4 

19 

27 

Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  Fever... 

3  9 

10 

2 

1 

o 

4 

Influenza 

11 

n 

i 

3 

.  .  . 

1 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases 

o 

i 

•  • 

... 

1 

... 

2.  — Diarrhceal  Diseases. 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery 

1*7  r 

l  i 

*  27 

7 

4 

7 

32 

5.—  Venereal  Diseases. 

Syphilis 

14 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

G. — Septic  Diseases. 

Erysipelas 

6 

3 

1 

>  .  . 

2 

Pyaemia,  Septicaemia  ... 

13 

4 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

5 

3 

... 

... 

2 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases. 

Hydatids  and  other  Animal  Parasitic 

Diseases 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

III. — Dietic  Diseases. 

Starvation  and  Want  of  Breast  Milk 

2 

1 

1 

Chronic  Alcoholism,  Delirium 

Tremens 

5 

2 

... 

... 

2 

1 

IV. — Constitutional  Diseases. 

Rheumatic  Fever  and  Rheumatism 

of  the  Heart 

6 

4 

.  •  • 

•  .  • 

o 

Rheumatism  ... 

15 

7 

3 

.  .  . 

5 

Gout 

4 

4 

.  •  . 

.  . 

.  .  . 

Rickets... 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

142 

61 

9 

40 

7 

25 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

24 

12 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Hydroce- 

phalus 

128 

50 

10 

3 

18 

47 

Phthisis 

401 

196 

32 

39 

57 

77 

Other  Tubercular  and  Scrofulous 

Diseases 

54 

21 

2 

11 

3 

17 

Anaemia,  Chlorosis,  Leucocythsemia 

14 

8 

3 

1 

<> 

Glycosuria,  Diabetes  Mellitus 

Other  Constitutional  Diseases 

8 

4 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

... 

Carried  forward 

1,235 

542 

86 

119 

146 

342 

42 


TABLE  II. — Continued. 


Return  of  Causes  of  Death  in  the  Registration  Sub- Districts  and  Entire 
City  during  the  53  Weeks  Ended  2nd  January,  1897. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Registration  Sub-Districts  and  City. 

H 

5 

Westgate. 

St. 

Andrew’s. 

*st. 

Nicholas’. 

All 

Saints’. 

0) 

« 

Brought  forward 

1,235 

542 

86 

119 

146 

342 

V. — Developmental  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth 

118 

50 

5 

3 

14 

46 

Atelectasis 

4 

3 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

15 

9 

... 

4 

2 

Old  Age 

183 

116 

15 

9 

16 

27 

VI. — Local  Diseases. 

1. — Diseases  of  Nervous  System. 

Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes 

11 

4 

4 

3 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  Brain,  Henri- 

plegia,  Brain  Paralysis  ... 

164 

S2 

24 

6 

16 

36 

Insanity,  General  Paralysis  of  the 

Insane 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Epilepsy 

10 

4 

•  .  • 

1 

4 

1 

Convulsions 

108 

44 

13 

2 

26 

23 

Laryngismus  Stridulus  (Spasm  of 

Glottis) 

4 

2 

... 

1 

*  *  • 

1 

Paralysis  Agitans.  Paraplegia,  Dis- 

ease  of  Spinal  Cord 

9 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

29 

9 

5 

6 

... 

9 

2. — Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special 

Sense. 

(e.g. ,  Ear,  Eyes,  and  Nose)  ... 

6 

2 

... 

2 

1 

1 

3. — Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

Endocarditis,  Valvular  Diseases  of 

Heart 

74 

26 

2 

23 

8 

15 

Pericarditis 

1 

.. 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart 

185 

67 

17 

17 

29 

55 

Aneurism 

3 

b 

2 

Embolism,  Thrombosis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  Vessels 

5 

1 

1 

... 

1 

2 

4. — Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Croup  ... 

19 

8 

... 

5 

3 

3 

Laryngitis 

16 

3 

1 

2 

1 

9 

Bronchitis 

241 

96 

23 

17 

52 

53 

Pneumonia 

217 

87 

15 

18 

37 

60 

Pleurisy 

11 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Emphysema,  Asthma 

19 

8 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System 

39 

19 

8 

1 

11 

Carried  forward 

2,734 

1,191 

214 

247 

370 

712 

43 


TABLE  II. — Continued. 

Return  of  Causes  of  Death  in  the  Registration  Sub-Districts  and  Entire 
City  during  the  53  Weeks  Ended  2nd  January,  1897. 


Registration  Sub-Districts  and  City. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

City. 

o5  1 

4^ 

co 

o> 

£ 

St, 

Andrew’s. 

*st. 

Nicholas’. 

All 

Saints’. 

Byker. 

Brought  forward 

2,734 

1,191 

214 

247 

370 

712 

5.  — Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

Dentition 

54 

25 

2 

2 

6 

19 

Tonsillitis,  &c. 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Diseases  of  Stomach... 

52 

17 

1 

9 

9 

16 

Enteritis 

98 

25 

9 

3 

21 

40 

Peritonitis 

32 

10 

2 

7 

4 

9 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestine  ... 

31 

8 

1 

14 

1 

7 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

39 

14 

3 

7 

5 

10 

Jaundice  and  other  Diseases  of  Liver 

27 

14 

2 

4 

1 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

43 

13 

2 

9 

7 

12 

6. — Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System. 

{e.g.,  of  Lymphatics  and  of  Spleen) 

3 

1 

1 

... 

1 

7.  — Diseases  of  Glandiike  Organs  of 
Uncertain  Use. 

[e.g.,  Bronchoeele,  Addison’s  Disease) 

3 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

8. — Diseases  of  Urinary  Sy steal. 

Nephritis 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria 

24 

12 

1 

9 

1 

1 

25 

9 

O 

O 

2 

3 

8 

Disease  of  Bladder  and  of  Prostate 

13 

6 

1 

4 

,  ,  , 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System 

24 

5 

2 

16 

... 

1 

9.  — Diseases  of  Reproductive  Syslhn. 
(a)  Of  Organs  of  Generation. 

Female  Organs 

9 

2 

1 

6 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

(b)  Of  Parturition. 

Puerperal  Convulsions 

3 

1 

1 

1 

.  . 

«  •  • 

Placenta  Prsevia,  Flooding  ... 

Other  Accidents  of  Childbirth 

1 

,  , 

1 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

18 

12 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10. — Diseases  of  Locomotive  System. 
Caries,  Necrosis 

2 

1 

1 

Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis 

2 

2 

•  •  > 

*  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases  of  Locomotive 

System 

3 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

11. — Diseases  of  Lntegumentary 
System. 

{e.g.,  Carbuncle,  Phlegmon,  Cellulitis) 

5 

4 

1 

,  .  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Integumentary 

1 

System 

6 

1 

1 

•  .  . 

3 

Carried  forward 

3,253 

1,374 

251 

346 

430 

852 

44 


TABLE  II. — Continued. 

Return  of  Causes  of  Death  in  the  Registration  Sub-Districts  and  Entire 
City  during  the  53  Weeks  Ended  2nd  January,  1897. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Registration  Sub-Districts  and  City. 

City. 

CD 

T  c3  . 

-4-0 

C fi 

CD 

£ 

St. 

Andrew’s. 

*st. 

Nicholas’. 

All 

Saints’. 

Byker. 

Brought  forward 

3,253 

1,374 

25 1 

346 

430 

852 

VII. — Violence. 

1. — Accident ,  Negligence,  ofc. 

Fracture  and  Contusion 

61 

17 

3 

32 

5 

4 

Burn  and  Scald 

19 

2 

... 

14 

... 

3 

Poison  ... 

8 

2 

... 

4 

... 

2 

Drowning 

8 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Suffocation 

24 

hj 

l 

5 

1 

5 

6 

Hernia  ... 

15 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

Deaths  consequent  on  Surgical 

Operation  ... 

1 

1 

.  .  , 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Otherwise 

4 

2 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2.  — Homicide . 

Murder  and  Manslaughter  ... 

o 

O 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3. — Suicide. 

Gunshot  Wound 

1 

1 

Cut,  Stab 

4 

1 

2 

>  •  • 

1 

Poison  ... 

9 

1 

... 

4 

2 

2 

Drowning 

3 

.  .  . 

.  ,  . 

1 

1 

1 

Hanging 

3 

1 

1 

... 

1 

VIII. — Deaths  from  III  Defined 

and  not  Specified  Causes. 

t 

Dropsy  ... 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 

284 

134 

20 

5 

44 

81 

Mortification  ... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  * 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Tumour 

29 

9 

4 

10 

2 

4 

Abscess... 

18 

5 

»  •  « 

5 

1 

7 

Haemorrhage  ... 

15 

6 

o 

3 

o 

2 

Found  Dead  (cause  not  stated) 

21 

5 

3 

3 

4 

6 

Other  Causes  not  Specified  or  Ill- 

defined 

113 

45 

9 

10 

21 

28 

Totals . 

3,902 

1,618 

303 

451J 

523 

1,007 

t  Includes  Union  Workhouse.  *  Includes  Royal  Infirmary. 

I  The  number  of  Deaths  is  increased  by  317  in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  17S  of  which  came  to  that 
Institution  from  beyond  the  City.  In  16  other  Infirmary  cases  the  residences  are  not  stated 
in  the  returns. 
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TABLE  III. 


Annual  Death-rate  from  All  Causes  and  from  the  Seven  “  Chief 
Zymotic  Diseases”  per  1,000  living  in  Newcastle,  compared  with 
the  Average  Rates  in  the  Large  Towns  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


All  Causes. 

Seven  “  Chief  Zymotic 
Diseases.”* 

1896. 

1896. 

Average 
in  33 
Towns. 

Rate  in 

N  evv- 
castle. 

Average 
in  33 
Towns. 

Rate  in 
New¬ 
castle. 

1st  Quarter 

19-5 

18*7 

2 '69 

1*9 

2nd  ,,  . 

18-2 

17*5 

2  91 

17 

3rd  ,, 

19  T 

18-0 

4'19 

2T 

4th  „  . 

18-8 

19*2 

1  *74 

1*4 

Annual  Rate  .. 

18-9 

18*4 

2-S8 

US 

*  Includes  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhus,  Enteric,  and  Continued 
“  Fevers”,  Measles,  Whooping-Cough,  and  Diarrhoea. 


TABLE  IV. — Ages  at  Death. 


REGISTRATION  SUB-DISTRICTS. 

Periods. 

W  estgate. 

St. 

Andrew’s. 

St. 

Nicholas’. 

All 

Saints’. 

Byker. 

Total  in 
City. 

Under  1  Year 

470 

81 

35 

171 

350 

1,107 

1  Year  and  under  5  Years.. 

205 

27 

35 

97 

211 

575 

5  Years  ,,  20  ,,  ... 

102 

12 

47 

27 

70 

258 

20  „  ,,  40  „  .. 

180 

51 

126 

73 

115 

545 

40  „  ,,  60  „  ... 

276 

50 

150 

85 

127 

688 

60  ,,  „  80  ,,  ... 

333 

70 

55 

61 

113 

632 

80  , ,  and  upwards 

Not  Stated 

52 

10 

3 

9 

21 

95 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Total  (all  ages)  dying  ) 

3,902 

during  53  weeks  ended  ? 
2nd  January,  1897  ..  \ 

1,618 

303 

451 

523 

1,007 
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TABLE  Y. 

Admissions  to  and  Deaths  at  the  City  Hospital  foe,  Infectious  Diseases 
(other  than  Smallpox  and  Cholera)  during  the  year  1S96. 


Admissions. 

Deaths. 

DISEASES. 

I  Jan. 

a; 

Mar. 

April. 

ce 

w-H 

June. 

July. 

1  Aug. 

!  Sept. 

A 

o 

|  Nov. 

c5 

<u 

Q 

Total. 

!  Feb. 

Co 

3 

April. 

Co 

2 

|  Sept. 

|  Oct. 

>' 

o 

£ 

|  Dec. 

I  Total. 

j  Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  and 

41 

27 

32 

38 

27 

19 

2C 

21 

23 

21 

12 

12 

293* 

... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

... 

1 

r- 

/ 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 
Enteric  and  Scarlet 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

2 

ri 

7 

i 

j. 

4 

5 

12 

r 

o 

4 

12 

63 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

14 

Fever 

1 

3 

4 

Diphtheria  ... 
i  Continued  Fever  ... 

3 

6 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

o 

i 

23  f 

3+ 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

o 

2 

10 

9 

6 

29  § 

1 

1 

Measles  and 

Chickenpox 

4 

4 

i  Measles  &  Diphtheria 
Bronchitis  ... 

1 

1 

9 

o 

Tonsillitis  ... 

1 

1 

9 

Acute  Rheumatism 

1 

1 

Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1! 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

1 

Chronic  Alcoholism 

and  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  &  Cardiac 

1 

1 

Cardiac  Disease 

1 

I 

Total . 

50 

36 

47 

42 

38 

21 

29 

28 

39 

39 

28 

34 

431 

1 

2 

*> 

O 

4 

"3 

4 

_ 

4 

3 

24 

The  Deaths  in  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  24  in  number,  are 
included  in  the  Returns  for  the  Walker  Urban  District. 


*  Includes  1  Nurse  in  Hospital,  and  4  cases  from  Walker  Urban  District, 
t  ,,  1  case  from  Walker  Urban  District, 

f  ,,  1  Nurse  in  Hospital. 

§  ,,  1  Nurse  in  Hospital. 

TABLE  Va. 

SMALLPOX  AND  CHOLERA  HOSPITALS.— 1896.— Admissions— Nil. 

TABLE  VI. 

Infected  Articles  Destroyed  and  Replaced  by  the  Health  Department. 


1896. 

1895. 

Half  Straw  Mattresses  ... 

162 

132 

Straw  Beds 

4 

4 

Flock  ,, 

Bed  Ticks  ... 

3 

4 

7 

4 

Infected  Articles  Purified  in  the  Disinfecting  Apparatus  at  the  City 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Walker  Cate 


articles  from  city. 

HOSPITAL  property. 

1896. 

1S95. 

1896. 

1895. 

21,351 

14,565 

1,684. 

911 
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TABLE  YII. 

Return  of  Suspected  and  Unwholesome  Provisions  Inspected  during 

the  Year  1896. 


PROVISIONS  INSPECTED. 

Amount 

of 

Suspected 

Provisions 

Inspected. 

Condition. 

Bad— How  Disposed  of. 

Fit  for  Food. 

Unfit  for 
Food. 

Destroyed 
by  Order  of 
Justice. 

Destroyed 
with  Owner’s 
Consent. 

Carcases  of  Beef 

148 

66 

82 

6 

75 

Quarters  of  Beef 

31 

11 

20 

1 

19 

Carcases  of  Yeal 

57 

5 

52 

52 

Carcases  of  Mutton 

473 

166 

307 

307 

Carcases  of  Pork 

419 

259 

160 

160 

Ox  Heads 

11 

11 

11 

Ox  Cheeks  (Stones) 

12 

12 

12 

Pig  Kidneys  (Stones)  ... 

8 

8 

8 

Sheep  Heads 

10 

... 

10 

10 

Turkeys  ... 

7 

m 

i 

7 

Geese 

3 

3 

3 

Chickens  ... 

201 

57 

144 

43 

101 

Hares 

18 

.  .  . 

18 

18 

Rabbits  (Couples) 

42 

42 

42 

Caper  cailzies 

14 

14 

14 

Cheeses  ... 

25 

i — 

i 

18 

18 

Currants  (Qr.  Cases)  ... 

1,513 

510 

1,003 

572 

431 

Currants,  Bags  ... 

(10  Stone  each.) 

10 

... 

10 

10 

Cherries  (Baskets) 

80 

55 

25 

25 

Plums  (Boxes)  ... 

12 

... 

12 

12 

Three  persons  have  been  summoned,  each  for  being  the  owner  of  diseased  or 
unsound  Meat  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale  for  human  food.  One  was  fined 
£20  and  costs,  one  £10  and  costs,  and  one  £5  and  costs. 

WM.  HEDLEY,  Inspector. 


TABLE  VIII. 


Summary  of  Nuisances  for  the  Abatement  of  which  Notices 

HAVE  BEEN  SERVED  DURING  1896. 


Foul  privies  and  ashpits  to  replace  with  water-closets  or  pail-closets  .. 

192 

Cellar  dwellings  not  in  conformity  with  law  (to  be  closed  or  not  used 
separately  as  dwellings)  ... 

10 

Rooms  over  privies  (to  be  closed  or  privies,  &c.,  removed) 

4 

Dirty  or  dilapidated  rooms  (to  be  cleaned  or  repaired)  ... 

172 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation  (additional  water-closets  or  pail- 
closets  ordered) 

30 

Foul  ashpits  nob  connected  with  privies  (to  remove  and  provide  tubs)... 

633 

Detective  tubs  (to  provide  new  tubs) 

52 

Insufficient  tubs  for  dry  house  refuse  (to  provide  additional  tubs 

50 

*  Defective  water-closets 

203 

*  Water-closets  without  water  supply 

81 

*Choked  water-closets  (mostly  served  on  tenants) 

295 

*Dirty  water-closets  (all  served  on  tenants) 

93 

f  Defective  pail-closets 

787 

fDirty  pail-closets  (all  served  on  tenants)  ... 

66 

Smoke  nuisances  (to  abate)  ... 

11 

Overcrowding  (to  abate) 

28 

Defective  pavement  in  yards  and  passages  (to  repair) 

12S 

Dirty  yards  and  passages  (to  cleanse) 

305 

Defective  drains,  sinks,  soil-pipes,  &c.  (to  cleanse,  repair,  or  construct 
new  drains)  ... 

2,854 

Broken  roofs  and  water  spouting  (to  repair) 

150 

Want  of  water  supply  (to  provide)  ... 

76 

Animals,  pigeons,  and  fowls  improperly  kept  (to  remove) 

14 

Accumulations  of  manure  (to  periodically  remove)  . 

132 

Offensive  accumulations  (to  remove) 

46 

Unclassified  minor  nuisances  (to  abate) 

22 

Want  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  public  houses  (to  provide)  ... 

7 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

6,441 

*To  repair  or  cleanse.  fTo  provide  new  pans,  or  to  repair  the  roofs,  seats,  and  floors,  or  to  cleanse. 


(Signed,)  W.  H.  WELLS, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances 
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TABLE  IX. 


Details  relating  to  certain  works  carried  out  in  the  Abatement 

of  Nuisances  during  1896. 


Length  in  yards  of  old  drains  removed  . 

,,  ,,  new  ,,  constructed  ... 

New  trapped  gullies  provided  to  drains  . 

Combined  privies  and  ashpits  removed  J  ashpits  . 

Pail-closets  (emptied  through  the  houses)  removed  . 

Water-closets  provided 

Pail-closets  ,, 

Foul  “container”  closets  removed,  and  closets  of  a  better  design 
substituted  ... 

Dry  ash-tubs  substituted  for  dry  ash-pits  where  water-closets  existed... 

Cellar  dwellings  prevented  from  being  occupied  separately  . 

No  of  drains  tested  by  smoke 

No.  of  smoke  tests  made 

No.  of  complaints  made  at  office  (verbally  or  by  letter) . 

No.  of  tenement  inspections  made  .  . 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Tenement  Bye-laws  for  which  notices  have 
been  served  to  obtain  remedy  . 

Inspections  of  houses  made  from  complaints  received  outdoors  or 
nuisances  discovered  in  the  district,  including  a  large  number  of 
minor  nuisances,  such  as  choked  drains  and  dirty  yards,  the 
abatement  of  which  was  accomplished  at  the  time  of  visit,  and 
without  legal  notice 

Inspections  to  learn  if  works  ordered  were  in  progress 

Common  yards  and  courts  in  the  worst  localities  specially  visited 
on  Friday  afternoons  and  Saturday  mornings  to  obtain  weekly 
cleansing  of  same 

Inspections  after  infectious  disease  ... 

Supervisions  of  works  in  progress  , .  . 

Inspections  of  milk  shops  . 

,,  bakehouses 

,,  offensive  trades 


5,772 

6,311 

331 

*185 

*123 

8 

1 130 
7139 

44 

115 

10 

3,543 

4,757 

767 

19,910 

||1,030 


11,131 

6,875 

21,716 

662 

3,949 

951 

441 

502 


Total 


89,402 


*  Some  ashpits  have  more  than  one  privy  attached.  ...... 

t  12  of  these  have  been  provided  on  premises  where  the  accommodation  was  previously  insufficient. 

]j  In  addition  to  this  number  the  District  Inspectors  have  daily  had  premises  cleansed  by  verDal 
order, 


( Sign  ed)  W  M.  H .  WELLS, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
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TABLE  X. 

Summary  of  Legal  Proceedings  Ordered  to  be  taken  before 
the  Magistrates  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances,  &c.,  during 

the  Year  1896. 


Nature  of  Complaint. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

How  disposed  of. 

Amount  of 
Penalties 
Imposed. 

Foul  privies  and  Ash¬ 
pits. 

11 

In  3  cases  nuisances  abated  before 
summonses  were  applied  for.  In  4 
cases  a  Justices’  Order  was  made  to 
do  the  work  in  28  days.  In  4  cases 
a  J ustices’  Order  was  made  to  do  the 
work  in  2  months. 

£.  s.  d. 

Want  of  Privy  Pails, 
Pails  defective,  &c. 

17 

In  16  cases  nuisances  abated  before 
summonses  were  applied  for.  In  1 
case  summons  withdrawn;  nuisance 
abated  before  the  hearing  of  the 
case,  defendant  paying  costs. 

Choked  and  defective 
Drains. 

49 

In  43  cases  nuisances  abated  before 
summonses  were  applied  for.  In  1 
case  summons  was  withdrawn  ; 
nuisance  abated  before  the  hearing 
of  the  case,  defendant  paying  the 
costs.  In  1  case  a  Justices’  Order 
was  made  to  do  the  work  in  7  days. 
In  3  cases  a  Justices’  Order  was 
made  to  do  the  work  in  28  days.  In 
1  case  a  Justices’  Order  was  not 
complied  with.  Penalty  of  2/6  per 
day  for  27  days  was  made,  with 
costs.  The  work  was  then  done. 

3.  7.  6. 

Defective  Yard  Pave¬ 
ments  and  Unpaved 
Yards. 

S 

Nuisances  abated  before  the  summonses 
were  applied  for. 

Defective  Roofs  and 
Spouts. 

3 

Ditto. 

Defective  Water-closets 

9 

Ditto. 

Over-crowding 

3 

Ditto. 

Dirty  Rooms, 

2 

Ditto. 

Dirty  Pail-closets. 

1 

Nuisance  abated  before  the  summons 
wTas  applied  for. 

Want  of  Water-supply 

1 

Ditto. 

Carried  forward ... 

104 

3.  7.  6. 
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TABLE  X. — Continued. 

Summary  of  Legal  Proceedings  Ordered  to  be  taken  before 
the  Magistrates  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances,  &c.,  during 

the  Year  1896. 


Nature  of  Complaint. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

How  disposed  of. 

Amount  of 
Penalties 
Imposed. 

Brought  forward  .. 
Insufficient  Water- 
closet  accommoda¬ 
tion. 

104 

6 

Nuisances  abated  before  the  summonses 
were  applied  for 

£  s.  d. 

•3.  7.  6. 

Factory  and  W ork- 
shogi  Act — 

No  separate  Water- 
closet  accommodation 
for  the  use  of  each 
sex. 

1 

Nuisance  abated  before  the  summons 
was  applied  for. 

Dirty  Water-closets, 
Passages,  Staircases, 
accumulations  of 
Defuse,  &c. 

25 

In  1  case  work  done  before  the  case 
was  heard.  In  24  cases  nuisances 
abated  before  the  summonses  were 
applied  for. 

Want  of  tubs  for  dry 
house  refuse. 

Tenement  Bye-laws— 

8 

In  1  case  work  done  before  the  case 
was  heard.  In  7  cases  nuisances 
abated  before  the  summonses  were 
applied  for. 

Contravention  of  Bye¬ 
law  No.  23,  throwing 
liquid  filth  into  Pail 
closet. 

1 

Case  dismissed.  Defendant  cautioned 

Contravention  of  Bye- 
No.  28,  Animals  kept 
in  dwelling-room. 

1 

Defendant  summoned  and  fined  2/6 
without  costs. 

0.  2.  6. 

Total  .. 

146 

£ 

3.  10.  0. 

{Signed)  W.  H  WELLS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Common  Lodging  Houses. 
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TABLE  XT. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADULTERATION  ACTS. 
Samples  taken  for  Analysis  during  the  Year  1S98. 


Articles 
taken  for 
Analysis. 

No.  of 
Samples 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Proceedings  Taken. 

New  Milk  ... 

285 

278  genuine. 

1  contained  16%  of  fat 
less  than  natural. 

Vendor  summoned  and 
fined  40/-  and  costs. 

1  contained  13%  of  added 
water. 

Vendor  summoned  and 
fined  10/-  and  costs. 

I  contained  17%  of  added 
water. 

Vendor  summoned  and 
fined  10/-  and  costs. 

1  contained  10%  of  added 
water. 

Vendor  summoned  and 
fined  20/-  and  costs. 

3  of  doubtful  genuineness. 

Vendors  cautioned. 

Rutter 

37 

30  genuine. 

7  of  doubtful  genuineness. 

Rum 

4 

3  genuine. 

1  contained  7%  of  water 
in  excess  of  standard 

Vendor  summoned  and 
fined  20/-  and  costs. 

Whisky 

6 

Genuine. 

Gin . 

1 

Genuine. 

Brandy 

1 

Genuine. 

Beer 

3 

Genuine. 

Port  Wine... 

Carried  ) 

forward  / 

3 

Genuine. 

340 

£5.  0s.  Od. 
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TABLE  XI. — Continued. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADULTERATION  ACTS. 
Samples  taken  for  Analysis  during  the  Year  1896. 


Articles 
taken  for 
Analysis. 

No.  of 
Samples 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Proceedings  Taken. 

Brought  f 
forward  J 

340 

, 

£5.  Os.  Od. 

Sherry  Wine 

3 

Genuine. 

Margarine  ... 

1 

Genuine. 

Coffee 

6 

Genuine. 

Sugar 

6 

Genuine, 

Ground  Ginger 

5 

Genuine. 

Flour 

9 

Genuine. 

Arrowroot  ... 

3 

Genuine. 

Lard 

5 

Genuine. 

Bread 

7 

Genuine. 

Cheese 

6 

Genuine. 

Malt  Vinegar 

4 

2  genuine. 

Pepper 

11 

2  of  doubtful  genuineness. 

10  Genuine. 

Total 

406 

1  of  doubtful  genuineness. 

Total  amount 

of  penalties  £5.  Os.  Od. 

(Signed),  WM.  H.  WELLS, 

Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Acts. 
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TABLE  XII. 

REGISTERED  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Summary  of  Work  Done  and  Visits  Made  during  the  T  ear  1896. 


Inspections  made  in  the  Daytime  ... 


,,  ,,  Night-time 

.  if  re  Washing  of  Bed  Clothes  275  ^ 

Notices  served  j  __  Lime  Washing  of  Houses  122  / 

Contraventions  of  Bye-laws  re  Separation  of  Sexes 

,,  ,,  Cleaning  and  Ventilation  of 

Houses 

,,  ,,  ,,  Removal  of  Liquid  Filth 

Structural  Repairs  to  Houses 

Choked  Drains,  Defective  Water-closets,  &c.  (Cleansed  and 
Repaired)  .. 

Tubs  provided  for  Dry  House  Refuse 
Defective  Roofs  and  Spouts 
Houses  Closed 
New  Houses  Registered 
Additional  Lavatory  Basins  Provided 
House  without  Water  Supply  (temporarily) 

Infectious  Disease  (Scarlet  Fever) 

,,  ,,  (Typhoid  Fever) 

,,  ,,  (Whooping  Cough) 

Deaths  Reported  (none  from  Infectious  Diseases) 

Inquiries  re  Supposed  Common  Lodging  Houses 
Single  Beds  provided  during  the  year  in  place  of  101  Double  ones 
Applications  for  Registration 
Granted 

Notice  served  re  keeping  Common  Lodging  House  on  un¬ 
registered  premises 


12,719 

940 


397 


13 

6 

17 

103 

4 

29 

4 

5 
13 

1 

2 

1 

1 

11 

4 

202 

5 
5 

1 


TABLE  XIIa. 

Lodgers  Occupying  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  City 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1896. 


Year 

Corresponding  Nos. 

1896. 

for  Year  1895. 

Average  number  of  Lodgers  per  night  . 

1317 

1233 

Highest  numbers  on  any  one  night .  . 

1495 

1347 

Lowest  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 

1244 

1147 

Number  of  Lodgers  for  which  accommodation  was  provided  in  the 
Common  Lodging  Houses  of  the  City  at  the  end  of  the  year . . 

1865 

1839 

(Signed)  WM.  H.  WELLS, 


Inspector  of  Common  Lodging  Houses. 
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CITY  ANI)  COUNTY  OF  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

SANITARY  COMMITTEE, 


SCHOOLS 


AND  THE 

NOTIFICATION  OF 
AND  WHOOPING 


MEASLES 

COUGH. 


APRIL,  189  6. 


TYNE  PRINTING  WORKS  CO.,  22  to 


26,  SIDE. 


1896. 


SCHOOLS 


AND  THE 

NOTIFICATION  OF  MEASLES 
AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Extracts  from  the  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Fortnights  ending  respectively  7th  and  21st  March ,  1896. 


School  Closure. 

The  prevalence  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  among  the 
scholars  at  the  St.  Peter’s  Board  School  having  been  reported  to 
the  Health  Department  Sub-Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  Head  Master 
of  the  school,  and  did  so.  The  reply  of  Mr.  Curry,  Head  Master, 
is  submitted.  From  this  letter  it  appears  that  there  are  no  less 
than  264  cases  of  Measles  and  35  of  Whooping  Cough  among 
the  scholars  or  their  families.  There  are  only  eight  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  among  the  pupils  of  the  school.  Infectious  sick¬ 
ness,  86  per  cent,  of  which  is  Measles,  is  causing  an  absence  of 
46  per  cent,  of  the  Infants,  and  25  per  cent,  of  the  rest  of  the 

scholars. 


As  the  Committee  are  aware,  the  only  information  as  to 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  systematically  forwarded  to  the 
Health  Department  is  that  contained  in  the  Death  Registers. 
During  the  10  weeks  ended  7th  March  last,  22  deaths  from 
Measles  in  the  City  have  been  returned,  of  which  eight  occurred 
in  the  last  of  these  weeks,  and  four  in  the  week  before.  16  ot 
the  22  deaths  occurred  in  the  Registration  District  of  Byker. 
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With  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  among  the 
children  of  the  St.  Peter’s  Board  School,  Mr.  Curry  significantly 
remarks  “  many  of  the  parents  seem  very  careless  and 
indifferent,  sending  their  children  back  too  soon,  and  in  many 
cases  actually  sending  some  to  school  while  others  are  ill  at 
home.  I  am  constantly  finding  cases  of  the  latter,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  we  repeat  in  school  daily  ‘  no  children  must  attend 
school  if  there  is  Measles  at  home.’  ”  This  shews  one  way  in 
which  measures  for  limiting  the  spread  of  infection  might  have 
been  taken  by  the  Health  Department,  had  the  cases  been 
notified  as  they  occur.  Failing  this,  there  is  little  hope 
of  preventing  the  evil  of  which  Mr.  Curry  complains,  short  of 
closing  the  school  for  a  time,  the  advisibility  of  which  is  com¬ 
mended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 


During  the  12  weeks  ended  21st  March  last,  the  deaths 
from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  the  City  have  been  as 
under : — 


Week  ended 

No.  of  Deaths  from 

Total. 

Measles. 

Whooping-  Cough. 

1S96. 

January  4  ... 

1 

3 

4 

„  11  ... 

1 

4 

5 

„  18  ... 

2 

2 

4 

„  25  ... 

1 

3 

4 

February  1  . . 

2 

3 

5 

„  8  ... 

... 

2 

2 

„  15  ... 

2 

4 

6 

„  22  .. 

1 

3 

4 

„  29  ... 

4 

2 

6 

March  7  . . . 

8 

2 

10 

„  14  ... 

8 

... 

8 

„  21  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Totals  . . . 

36 

30 

66 

27  of  the  deaths  from  Measles  occurred  in  Byker  Registration 
District. 
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During  the  year  1895,  140  deaths  occurred  from  Measles  and 
57  from  Whooping  Cough. 

The  deaths  from  other  infectious  diseases  during  the  same 
period,  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

26 

Diphtheria  ... 

49 

Enteric  Fever 

48 

Typhus  and  Continued  Fever 

— 

Total 

123* 

Regulations  as  to  Closure  of  Public  Elementary  Schools 

IN  ORDER  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD  OF  DISEASE. 

A  copy  of  a  Memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
on  the  Closure,  &c.,  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  on  account  of 
infectious  disease  is  submitted,  from  which  (Art.  6)  it  will  be 
observed  that  such  closure  is  indicated  “if  in  a  large  majority  of 
households  attacked,  the  first  case  be  a  child  attending  school.” 
Of  seventeen  different  households  visited,  having  children 
recently  absent  from  St.  Peter’s  Board  School  on  account  of 
Measles,  the  first  cases  of  Measles  in  twelve  of  the  families  were 
those  of  children  attending  the  school  at  the  time  of  attack. 

The  points  on  which  to  determine  between  exclusion  of  the 
children  of  infected  houses  from  a  school,  and  the  closure  of  such 
school,  are  set  forth  in  Articles  9  and  10  of  the  Memorandum  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  According  to  these,  the  large 
percentage  of  absentees  from  St.  Peter’s  School,  as  shewn  in  the 
last  fortnightly  report,  justifies  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  requiring 
the  closure  of  the  school  for  a  time. 

The  practical  effect  of  school  closure  in  limiting  the  spread 
of  Measles  in  Birkenhead  and  Coventry,  is  clearly  shewn  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  those  towns  in  publications 
submitted : — 


*  Includes  deaths  in  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  of  persons  belonging 

to  the  City. 
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The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Annual  Report  for  189 If  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Coventry  : — * 

“  The  Coventry  experience,  so  far  as  I  can  read  it,  proves 
“  unmistakeably  that  the  schools  play  a  most  important  part  in  the 
“  dissemination  of  the  disease,  and  their  closure  has  invariably  been 
“  followed  by  a  marked  and  significant  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cases  coming  to  notice,  and  subsequently  by  a  complete  cessation 
“of  the  outbreak.  If  the  epidemic  is  at  all  general,  all  schools 
“  must  be  closed  if  the  measure  is  to  be  effective.  Closure  of 
“  infant  schools,  or  the  partial  closure  of  the  more  infected  ones,  is 
“  useless.  Last  year,  when  the  general  closing  order  was  made,  the 
“  teachers  of  Radford  School  protested  that  they  had  no  cases,  their 
“  examination  was  pending,  and  they  were  isolated  from  Coventry. 
“  Under  the  circumstances  the  school  was  allowed  to  remain  open 
“  but  in  less  than  three  weeks  66  per  cent,  of  the  children  were 
“  away  in  consequence  of  the  disease,  and  the  managers  applied  to 
“  have  the  compulsory  closing  order  applied  to  the  school. 

“  The  following  are  the  weekly  returns  of  the  cases  notified 
“just  previous  and  subsequent  to  the  general  closure:  — 


Week  ending 

March. 

April. 

May. 

24 

31 

7 

14 

21 

28 

5 

12 

19 

162 

213 

'  "V 

275 

492 

306 

260 

134 

88 

42 

Schools  open.  Schools  closed. 


“  The  closing  order  was  made  upon  the  3rd  of  April,  but 
“  owing  to  the  examination  arrangements  which  were  proceeding 
“  some  of  the  largest  schools  did  not  close  until  late  in  the  week 
cf  ending  the  14th  of  that  month.  The  subsequent  diminution  in 
‘‘  the  weekly  returns  tells  its  own  tale,  and  hardly  needs  comment. 

“  In  this  connection,  the  experience  of  the  epidemics  of  1886 
“  and  1889  is  so  conclusive  that  it  is  worth  reproducing. 


*  The  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Birkenhead  is  given  on  p.  S. 
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“  From  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Reports  (Coventry)  for  the 
years  1886  and  1889”: — 


1886.  ,  1889. 


Cases  of  Measles  recorded 
January  to  August  ...  81 

September  ...  ...  361 

October  (1st  fortnight)  186 


Schools 

open. 


October  (2nd  fortnight)  1H)  Schools 
November  ...  ...  10  J 


Cases  of  Measles  recorded. 

J anuary  to  J une  ...  186)  schools 

July  1st  to  25th  ...  629/  °pen 


July  25th  to  Aug.  10th,  218 
Aug.  10th  to  Sept.  1st,  74 
September  ...  ...  17 


Schools 

closed. 


Notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  has  obtained  a  return  of  55  districts  in  which  Measles, 
and  14  in  which  W hooping  Cough,  has  been  added  to  the  list  of 
notifiable  diseases.  The  return  states  that  in  23  additional  cases 
Measles,  and  five  others  Whooping  Cough,  has  been  added 
and  subsequently  revoked.  A  circular  has  been  sent  to  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  22  districts  (including  some  in  the 
above  list  and  others)  having  a  population  of  20,000  or  upwards, 
asking  whether  such  notification  had  been  found  of  any  use  in 
limiting  the  spread  of  disease.  Up  to  date  16*  replies  have  come  to 
hand,  from  which  it  appears  that  in  five  instances  the  notification 
of  Measles  has  been  withdrawn  on  account  of  expense  or  for  other 
reasons.  In  five  districts  applied  to  it  has  not  been  adopted. 
In  the  six  towns  where  it  is  in  force  (Edinburgh,  Birkenhead, 
Withington,  Coventry,  Hull,  and  Blackpool)  it  is  found  useful  in 
limiting  the  spread  of  infection.  Edinburgh  and  Blackpool  have 
tried  it  for  16,  and  Birkenhead  for  14  years.  Published  state¬ 
ments  are  submitted  of  the  results  of  the  notification  of  Measles 
in  Blackpool,!  Birkenhead,  and  Coventry,!  all  of  which  testify 
strongly  to  its  efficacy. 

*  Since  the  above  was  written  one  additional  reply  has  been  received  (Stretford 
Urban  District).  Measles  notification  has  been  in  force  there  for  twelve 
months,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  not  consider  that  time  long 
enough  to  judge  of  its  efficacy  in  limiting  the  spread  of  infection. 

+  Public  Health,  1892-3,  p.  207. 

4  Annual  Report  for  1894  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Coxentiy,  cjuoted 
on  p.  6. 
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Extracts  from  paper  on  “  Twelve  years’  experience  of  the  Notification  of 
Measles ,”  hy  R.  Sydney  Marsden ,  M.B. ,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 

Birkenhead.  189  f 


“  In  early  outbreaks,  limited  to  small  areas,  notification  is 
“  most  valuable  for  the  following  reasons  : — It  enables  a  Medical 
“  Officer,  who  acts  promptly  in  the  matter,  by  visiting  the  house 
“  affected,  and  warning  the  relatives  of  the  dangers  run  by 
“  exposure  of  the  patient,  followed  up  by  a  prompt  prosecution  if 
“  such  exposure  is  found  out,  to  isolate  the  case  to  some  extent;  and 
“  if  no  other  good  conies  of  it,  as  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  has  pointed  out, 
“  exposure  of  the  patient  to  chill  is  prevented  in  many  cases,  with. 
“  the  result  that  the  mortality  is  diminished.  Further,  by  closing 
“  the  schools  in  the  affected  district  a  very  great  deal  may  be  done 
“  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease.  I  have,  in  my  own  experi¬ 
ence,  limited  the  area  of  infection  and  stopped  an  epidemic  in 
“  one  instance  by  such  means  as  those  mentioned  above,  and,  in  a 
“  second  instance,  I  believe  I  succeeded  in  limiting  the  number 
“  of  cases  to  a  certain  degree.  There  are  years,  however,  when  the 
“  outbreak  appears  to  be  general  in  every  part  of  a  district,  and 
<c  under  those  conditions  I  do  not  think  that  notification  helps  you 
“  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  epidemic  to  any  large  extent. 

“  There  are,  however,  other  advantages  of  notification,  for 
“  example,  where  it  is  important  that  the  house  should  be  under 
“  special  surveillance,  as  where  a  case  arises  in  a  milk  shop, 
“  confectioner’s,  or  other  food  supply  store  of  a  similar  description. 

<c  Our  experience,  therefore,  of  the  notification  of  Measles  is, 
“  that  the  advantages  derived  from  such  notification  fully  justify 
“  the  continuance  of  it.  and  more  than  counterbalance  the  dis- 
“  advantages  of  cost  and  trouble  involved  by  such  a  course. 
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Notification  of  Measles  in  Birkenhead. 


1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1880 

M 

GO 

OO 

1888 

18S9 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

Mortality  per  i 
cent,  of  noti-  y 
fled  cases  . .  ) 

5-52 

7-28 

4-25 

7-79 

3-69 

6*07 

1-83 

5-77 

5-49 

6-48 

4-08 

2-77 

Measles  death 'j 
rate  per  1000  | 
living- of  pop-  j 
illation  . .  j 

0-39 

0-45 

0-44 

0-85 

0-23 

0-86 

0T5 

0-62 

0*90 

0-33 

0-61 

0-14 

Extract  from  paper  on.  “  The  Notification  of  Measles”  by  Dr.  A.  J. 
Anderson ,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Blackpool.  Read  before  the 
North  Western  Branch  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health , 
February ,  1893. — 11  Public  Health f  Vol.  5,  p.  209. 


“  I  contend,  by  receiving  early  information  of  the  occurrence 
“  of  cases  of  Measles,  we  are  enabled  to  materially  influence  its 
“  spread,  and  to  reduce  the  fear  of  infection  to  a  minimum. 

“  My  experience  of  a  mild  epidemic  in  1891  was  that  by 
“  isolation  in  hospital  and  at  home  I  could  keep  the  disease  in 
“  check. 

“  Another  great  advantage  of  having  Measles  a  notifiable 
“  disease  is  that  it  is  not  possible  to  cloak  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
“  and  afterwards  get  out  of  the  difficulty  by  saying  that  it  was 
“  considered  to  be  Measles. 

“  In  my  opinion  the  expense  of  Measles  notification  would 
“  not  amount  to  more  than  £1  per  1,000  inhabitants  per  annum.” 


In  one  district  (Cardiff  Rural),  named  in  the  return  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Whooping  Cough  is  notified  com¬ 
pulsorily,  and  the  report  of  its  results  is  favourable. 
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The  attention  of  the  Committee  is  directed  to  sections  74  to 
78  (inclusive)  of  the  Newcastle  Improvement  Act,  1892,  which 
impose  a  penalty  on  guardians  or  teachers  permitting  children  to 
attend  school  from  houses  where  there  is  infectious  disease,  and 
prohibit  the  attendance  at  school  of  scholars  and  teachers  whilst 
living  in  such  houses  until  the  disinfection  thereof  has  been  duly 
certified  ;  and  further  require  the  notification  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  families  of  children  attending  school  from  outside  the 
City.  It  is  desirable  that  the  attention  of  school  authorities 
should  be  drawn  to  these  provisions.  Whether  the  notification 
of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  is  adopted  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  or  not,  the  Committee  are  recommended  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  definition  of  the  term  “  infectious 
disease  ”  so  as  to  include  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  for  the 
purposes  of  the  special  sections  of  the  Act  here  referred  to. 

Henry  E.  Armstrong, 


Health  Department , 

Town  Hall, 

Jfth  April,  1896. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


APPENDIX  C. 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


THE  SANITARY  CONDITION 

OF  THE 

OUSEBURN, 


COPIES  OF  REPORTS  ON  ABOVE 

BY  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 


MAY  11th  and  22nd,  1S96. 


TYNE  PRINTING  WORKS  Co.,  22  to  26,  SIDE. 


1896. 


Copy  op  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 

Sanitary  Committee. 


May  11th,  1896. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
of  the  27th  ult., — That  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  Committee  relative  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Ouseburn  between  Crawford's  Bridge  and  the 
Tyne,  and  whether  it  is  likely  to  be  injurious  to  health/'  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to  report  that  since  the  date  of 
the  above  resolution,  he  has  carefully  examined  the  part  of  the 
Ouseburn  in  question  several  times,  and  has  questioned  occupiers 
of  business  and  other  premises  on  the  banks  of  the  Burn  about 
it.  He  has  also  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the  two 
Assistant  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  whose  districts  abut  on  the 
stream,  as  to  the  alleged  nuisance  and  to  what  extent  the  occupiers 
of  business  premises  and  dwellings  in  the  locality  complain  of  it. 
The  reports  of  the  two  District  Inspectors,  submitted,  shew  that 
black  sludge,  which  gives  off  offensive  smells  notwithstanding 
the  application  of  lime,  is  deposited  on  the  bed  of  the  Burn 
below  the  Ouseburn  Bridge  and  onward  to  the  river.  Of  34 
occupiers  of  premises  overlooking  or  near  the  Burn  below 
Crawford's  Bridge,  24  complain  of  smells  and  10  do  not. 

From  personal  observation,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
corroborates  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors  as  to  the  deposit  and 
its  character.  At  low  tide  the  deposit  is  visible.  When  under 
water  it  is  recognizable  in  the  sunshine  by  bubbles  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  the  result  of  its  decomposition,  which  rise  and  break 
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on  the  surface.  The  lime  with  which  the  sludge  is  covered  at 
low  water  diminishes,  but  does  not  entirely  remove  the  offensive 
smells.  The  works  at  which  the  most  complaint  is  made  are 
those  of  Messrs.  Liddell,  Henzell  &  Co.,  Glass  Manufacturers, 
which  are  situated  immediately  below  the  outfall  sewer  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Burn  below  the  Ouseburn  Bridge.  Here  the 
hands  which  are  at  work  during  the  night  say  that  the  smell  at 
low  water,  especially  during  the  warm  weather  a  week  or  two 
ago,  was  very  bad  indeed.  The  work  people  engaged  during  the 
day,  particularly  the  women,  complain  that  it  causes  nausea  and 
sometimes  vomiting.  Since  the  visits  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  these  works,  he  has  received  a  letter  of  complaint  from 
the  firm,  which  is  submitted. 


At  one  of  the  visits  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Ouseburn  when  the  tide  was  high  enough  to  cover  the  sewer 
outfalls  with  a  foot  or  two  of  water,  a  smell,  probably  from  fresh 
sewage,  was  perceptible  from  the  Ouseburn  Bridge. 

There  is  less  to  complain  of  above  the  Ouseburn  Bridge  than 
below  it.  The  foreman  of  one  factory  in  this  locality  complains 
of  the  nuisance  from  the  Burn,  whilst  that  of  another  does  not. 
The  public  privy  which  discharges  into  the  Burn  near  the  Flax 
Mill  of  Messrs.  Stokoe  &  Co.,  is  a  nuisance  of  old  standing,  as 
the  Committee  are  aware. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Ouseburn  will  not  tend  to 
improve  with  the  increase  of  population  using  the  sewers  which 
now  discharge  into  it.  In  a  very  short  time  the  Sandyford 
Estate  will  be  covered  with  about  500  houses,  many  of  which  are 
already  built.  The  sewage  of  all  of  these  will  empty  into  the 
Burn  at  the  present  outfalls  near  the  Ouseburn  Bridge.  As 
regards  the  effect  of  the  sewage  in  the  Ouseburn  on  health, 
the  inhalation  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  other  products  of 
decomposing  animal  waste  material  lowers  the  vital  powers 
generally,  and  is  thus  injurious  to  health.  If  the  germs  of 
certain  infectious  diseases  are  carried  into  the  Burn  with  the 
sewage,  as,  under  existing  conditions,  is  more  than  possible, 
they  may  infect  persons  inhaling  them. 
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Copy  of  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 

Sanitary  Committee. 

May  22nd,  1896. 

In  compliance  with  the  further  instruction  of  the  Committee, 
by  resolution  passed  at  their  last  meeting,  viz.  — “  that  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  what  sewage  is  running  into  the  Ouseburn,  from  Benton 
Bridge  to  the  Cut  Bank  Bridge,”  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
examined  the  Ouseburn  from  Benton  Bridge  downwards  to 
Crawford's  Bridge  on  the  20th  inst.,  and  has  to  report  that  the 
outfalls  into  it  are  as  follows  : — 

The  two  cottages  near  and  below  Benton  Bridge  have  privies 
discharging  into  the  Burn.  Hear  the  dam  (at  the  low  end  of  the 
Gfreenwater  Pool)  is  the  mouth  of  a  night  soil  drain  or  sewer. 
Just  above  Woodbine  Terrace  is  a  pipe  discharging  water  (perhaps 
from  the  mill-race).  The  flow  from  this  appears  not  to  be  constant. 
About  50  feet  lower  down  the  Burn  is  another  open  pipe-end  (dry), 
and  close  to  it  is  a  flow  of  water  (apparently  a  leakage  from  the 
mill-race). 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Burn,  near  the  bottom  of  the  road 
leading  to  Jesmond  Vale  Terrace,  is  the  outlet  of  a  drain,  probably 
for  surface  water.  Just  below,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the 
stream,  is  a  storm  overflow  from  the  sewer.  The  drain  of 
Jesmond  Vale  Cottage  (the  old  School-house)  discharges  over  the 
bank  into  the  Burn. 

On  the  opposite  side  two  cow-houses,  a  dwelling,  and  a 
storm  overflow  from  the  new  sewer,  drain  into  the  Burn.  The  (at 
present)  dry  open  end  of  a  large  conduit  is  visible  beneath  the 
water  closets  opposite  the  “  Princess  Royal  Inn.”  Any  discharge 
from  it  would  flow  past  the  byres  above-mentioned  into  the  Burn. 
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Near  the  foot  of  Kirsop  Street  is  the  outlet  of  a  house  drain 
into  the  mill-race.  There  is  a  drain  (probably  for  surface  water) 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Burn  near  Jesmond  Bridge,  and  another 
from  the  now  disused  Skinnery.  The  mill-race  joins  the  Burn 
near  the  Flint  Mill  (now  closed).  Whether  there  is  any  drain 
from  this  Mill  into  the  race  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  bloated 
carcases  of  several  dead  dogs  were  observed  floating  in  the  water 
of  the  Flint  Mill  dam,  or  lying  on  the  stones. 

Three  storm -water  overflows  empty  into  the  Burn  near  the 
wooden  bridge  at  the  “washing  tubs.”  At  the  foot  of  Bryson 
Terrace  is  the  outfall  of  a  Tripery,  the  business  of  which  is 
apparently  brisk,  to  judge  from  the  mass  of  soft  dirty  matter 
(recently  limed  and  not  offensive  to  smell),  which  was  lying  on 
the  stones  at  this  point.  Below  the  foot  bridge  to  Bryson  Terrace 
is  a  storm-water  overflow  from  the  sewer. 

Opposite  the  Ouseburn  Lead  Works  the  drains  of  two  cottages, 
which  might  join  the  new  sewer,  discharge  into  the  Burn. 

An  outfall  of  hot  liquid  flows  into  the  Burn  from  the  Lead 
Works.  No  outfall  from  the  w.c.’s  of  the  Lead  Works  was 
noticed.  These  may  perhaps  discharge  into  the  channel  for  the 
hot  liquid,  and  thence  into  the  Burn. 

The  surface  drain  of  the  yard  of  Southern's  Cottages,  above 
Crawford’s  Bridge,  discharges  into  the  Burn.  The  tenants  are 
suspected  of  putting  their  slops  down  this  drain. 

The  only  remaining  outfalls  into  the  Burn  above  Crawford’s 
Bridge  are  the  drain  from  Martin’s  stables,  the  lower  mill-race, 
and  a  storm  water  pipe  from  the  road,  all  on  the  west  side. 


Health  Department , 


Town  Hall. 


APPENDIX  D. 


TRAPPING  OF  BATH  AND  OTHER 
DOMESTIC  WASTE-PIPES. 


SUMMARY 

OF 


REPLIES  TO  QUERIES  RESPECTING 

THE  ABOVE, 


RECEIVED  FROM  THE 


Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Thirty=Three 
Large  English  Towns. 


NOVEMBER,  1896. 


From  the  foregoing  Summary  it  appears  that  in  2 9  of  31  large 
English  towns,  the  Trapping  of  Waste-pipes,  notwithstanding  their 
disconnection  from  the  drain,  is  required  by  law,  in  one  form  or 
another,  or  obtained  wherever  possible  ;  and  that  in  the  remaining 
districts,  five  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  who  answer  the  query 
are  in  favour  of  such  trapping. 


(Signed)  HENRY  E.  ARMSTRONG-, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
November,  1896. 


